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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



Ah a desctMidtint of Nicliolas Johii\s, I take 
pleasure in proscntiii';' to the iiiiincrous iiiotiibcrs 
»»f llii* family iii lhi> v\»imtrv tins volutiic the 
Wiirk of scYi'ial yoars o\' uxIounivv oorivsin)iuli'iico 
ami coiupilatioii. Never haviiifC luul any experi- 
ence 111 wijrks of a similar character* hut beiiig^ 
of a {^eiieal«(*;'ical liirii of iiiiiicU the wt»rK' has been 
of ail anlnoiis cliaracter, yet one of |ilcasiire. 

It is extremely cUnibtfiil if many other families 
ill America can boast of snch a lar^^e niiin- 
ber of descendants from one emigrant as this one. 
Other persons have perhaps tried to compile tlie 
Ifciiealojcy of the desceiKlants of Nicholas John of 
York County, IVnnsylvania, who emi«;'rated hence 
ill the year A. I). 1«>4H, but not until now has it 
been done- in such an extensive and thorou^'-h 
uianner, and yet it is far from beiiii;' complete, 
iKicanso in s:nne instances replies have ni»l been 
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received from blanks scut out, and this is my ex- 
cuse for not haviiijy^ a full rcct»rd of these brunches. 
The family tree is thus strii>iied of s<mie of its 
branches that would othorwi.-^e have nnide it more 
!»ymmetrical. This is especially true of some of 
the older brauelK-s, of which it was absolutely 
iui|MiSsible to obtain a rcccird. 

In connection with the gcuealoj^icid feature 
of the work will be fouiul attacheil tt> their names 
a short bio|^rai»hical sketch or history of any im- 
p«>rtant and intero.'^tin;; events that occurred in 
the lives of those described. 

ll is the ret|uest .'t the aullu»r that tho bioi;- 
r;i|»hy of the J»»hn lauiilv W oonlinuetl as l!»e 
fuuiily enlarf;'es and the oUler members are j^rad- 
iially called from the scene o( earthly stru^^-jiles. 
It is sincerely hojM.'d that soinet>ne will take 
interest cnon«;h in the future ffcn«*rati<»ns of the 
name we bear to enlarge on this bej^innin^ <»f its 
history, so that somethin^^ <if the j;enealt»j^y of 
the family may l)e handed down io posterity and 
that they may be enabled U* trace back the fam- 
ily tree so that there will not be any lost connec- 
tion between this and future j^encrations. 

My thanks are especially due to my father, 
Klea%ar John, f«>r very valuable statistical infor- 
mation of the older branches of the Jt»hn family 
tlescrilK'd in this record. Thanks al.su are due iv) 
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Mary Ann Ncr»l)itt, r>l;nicl)e Joliii, Clutrlos R. 
John and others for vahia.hUr infornuititni and 
tho interest nianifi-.stcd. 

That tho nicmljcrs of the faniily will 
take as nnich pleasure in perusing the folhiwinj; 
pajces as 1 have in conipilini;' tlieni, is the sincere 
desire of 

Yours, very truly, 

WILMAM JOHN. 
Riverside, Cal.. Sept. 2S, 1«KU. 
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Thk John Famti.v 



I-Vom iho little Welsh colony 

Came the stunly iVIcholas John. 

Where the apples \nu[ andhh.sso.n 
tliicUMiioath an Kn;;li..h Sii„. 

U'here the western fever struck Inni, 

I^'oiir liHi^ centuries a^'o, 
Like the rose that spreads and hlosso.ns 
I»i the snnshine and the snow. 

All ahout him ^rr^w the forests 
Trees of maple an<1 of <ialc. 

Ami the pine trees hent to listen 
To the words the river spr,i<e. 

\Vliile the war-whoops of the red men 
Ki-nt the silence far an<I near 

'» the wihis of Pennsylvania, 
Htit th.e settler knew no fear. 
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Grew a family up urouiul him, 
As the .swift years drifted by; 

While about his old lof^ cabin 

Fell Gotrs blessin^^-s frtmi the sky. 

And the family name Itmk root there, 
Spread its bninclics far and wide; 

From the Atlantic to the I'acilic; 
(ro<l they loved and j^biriJied. 

Some there were that for the ITnion 
Wtire the tatlciv<l" and the blue: 

Simie the gray, an<l then for;;-«»t it 
When the old bccinne the new. 



'*Lct the record be made of the men and thin*^s 
of totlay. lest they pass ont «>f memory tomorrow 
and are lost. Then perpetuate them not upon 
w«H>i1.«»r stone that crunrble to dust, but upon 
IKijK'r, chn>iiicle<l in picture and in words that 
endure forever.*' Kirkhind. 
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HISTORY OF THE JOHN FAMILY 



Nk'iioi.as John 

In wtiliiij; a his!v>iy of the John family 
it is necessary to bei^in with tlieir history 
in the United Stales: but the data is so 
meager that very little can be ijathered 
at the l)eginnin>c. but enough perhaps to 
show a chain of ancestry. The family name 
originated, as far as we r.ow are able to 
ascertain, in the 'irovince of Wales, Hurope, 
and our piogenilor fr«nn Wales is represen- 
ted in the person of Nicholas John, who 
emigrated to this country about the year 
164S. and settleil in the State of Penn- 



Digitized by 



Qoo< 



,gle 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 



THOMAS JOHN 



sylvania, York Ciuint> . He lia<l al luiist 
one son, whose name was Thomas. This 
is all the iiitormaliim ii is possiiile to j^ath- 
cr from our nie ij^er .^lalistio.^ iti ihe life of 
this Nicholas John. W'liile it wouM he de- 
sirahle lo know mou- «»1 the life, callin^^ 
and character of the man who fust hr()Uj;ht 
our name t(> this country, we will have to 
l>e satisfied with what we have alreacly 
staled. 



TihniAS John 



Nicholas John's son, Thomas, was ht)rn 
in Pennsylvania about the year i^^S^ 
lie grew to manhood and was married an«l 
ha<l a family «»f at least four sons. We 
cannot gather at this late d:ite whether 
there were any <i.ui;^hters or not. This 
Thomas John was a shoiMiiaker by tra<le, 
con.sequently we presume that he was 
at least in onlv moiUrile circumstan- 
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THOMAS JOIIX 17 

CCS linaucially. He emigrated, however, 
soiiielinie (luriir^ his life lo Mansfiehl, 
Richlaml Couuly, Ohio, where he j^till Oon- 
tiiiueil to work at his calling. He Iive<l 
to a good old age, and dieil about the year 
^75^/ «'U about the age of 75. It is 
an interesting fact that the average age ol 
the members of the family at about that 
time, from the best stati>tic's that can be 
j;alheretl. was :ibout seventy six years. This 
soumls the more remarkable when we re- 
member that the average span of life is l)Ut 
alMHit 33 years. It shi)uld be remembered, 
however, that the oecupation of the John 
family was largely that of the farmer, and 
their ragged dis]>osition hud a favorable 
tendency towartl .longevity. 

This Thomas John, as stated befi)re, had 
four sons, namely: Williiun, (jrithth, John 
ami IClea/.ai. In all probability there were 
some daughters, but we have iio record of 
I hem. 
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\V 1 1. I.I AM John 

William, ekUsi son of Thomas John, 
was born, lived and diet! at Mansfield, 
Ohio. He was a farmer by occupation, 
and it is presnnicd in j^ood circumstances 
financially, as by jjood manaj^ement, tact 
and hard work he ac<iuire<l a valuable 
farm in that part of the Slate. It is not 
known whether he made a p^ofe^sion of 
rcliijion or nol. This much is known, how- 
ever, that he was a moral and exemplary 
man. He was born in the year 1747, 
and died at a goxl old a^e, but it 
is not known exactly at this late date 
what his exact a^e was, but it must have 
fieen up in the seventieb .somewhere. lie 
rai.sed a lar^e family and sent them iuio 
the world to help populate some other 
parts of the United States. 
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IJKlKriTM JOHN 19 

OkiFKiTH John 

Griflilli, anotlu'T .son of the said Thomas, 
was born in Pennsylvania, aliout the year 
1749, and lived there until he was 
56 years of age, and afterwards emigrated 
to the' State of Virginia, Montgomery 
County. He always lived a bachelor life. 
He was a fine mechanic, that of a cabinet- 
maker — tlax-wheels, roels. wooden screws, 
spinning-wheeN, etc. He accumulated prop- 
erty and owned a fine farm iti a very fer- 
tile valley in the mountains of Virginia. 
The farm was noted for having upon 
it the best apple orchard of seven acres in 
the State. He was a great reader and a 
good scholar, and had one of the finest li- 
braries in that part of ihe State. This man 
built a large two-story heweil log liouse on 
his farm and put a handshaveii shingle 
roof upon it, with nails made by hand in 
a blacksmith shop. He was noted for be- 
ing very irritable. The man, however, ha»l 
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KLEA/.AK JOHN 



his good qualilics as well as his bad -he- 
was honest and generous. Hut it is not now 
known whether he made any profession of 
religion or not. He made a will before 
his death and he(|uealhed his properly anil 
money to four of his nephews. He died 
at about the age of 76 years. 



lu.i:A/.\k JlUlN 

IClea/.ar, an«ither sju of tho said Tiionias, 
was also born in the State of J'ennsylvania 
about the year 1751, and in early 
life emigrated to Clinton County, Ohio, 
where he accumulated properly in the shape 
of a good farm and was fairly well to do 
ill the world. 

This ICleazar John was married, it is 
supposed, in Pennsylvania, but it is not 
now known to whom. He had a family of 
two daughteis who grew to womanliood. 
One of the ilaughters was married, but it 
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JOHN JOHN 21 

is not known to whom. Whether the other 
one ever was married is not known. 

As .far as we know, this ineazar John 
was a gootl hus])anil, a kind father and a 
generous neig]il»or. lie died at the age of 
80 years, and was a hale and hearty man 
at a very advanced age. Hut this world 
cannot always hold a man so he with the 
rest left it to try the realities of the next. 



A John John 

The remaining son of this Thomas 
John, whose name was John Ji>hn, now de- 
mands our attention. This son John was 
born in the State of Pennsylvania in the 
year 1753, and live<l there until he was 65 
years of age, and then emigrated to the 
Stale of Virginia. 

He was married twice and had born to 
him eleven children, seven from his first 
wife and four from his second. Imohi 
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his first wife four of the cluldicii were sous v 

and three were daugliters. From his sec- 
ond wife three were sons and one a dau^h* 
ter. This John John was not a wealthy , 

man. not owning a farm of his own. He 
was a mechanic, liad the reputation of 
being a natural genius, and could construct 
anything he wished to, hut he made wag- 
on makiiig his principle occupation. He •! 
UMs not a piole.ssor of religion, yet he is 
sai*l to have heen a very moral man and 
scrupulously honest, and hure a leputable 
character. He possessed only a common 
school education and he gave such an ed- 
ucation to each of his children. JCach 
of his .sons was permitted to learn the 

trade of his choice, realizing, no doubt, that 

•J 
Jeg'acics can be bequealhed to descendants • j 

other than money, which a gieat many peo- \ 

pie have now forgotten. John John lived \ 

to a >jood old age. He died in 1S25 at the • 

aire oi^ 1- years. The names of the sons \ 
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JOHN JOIIX 2.^ 

from his first wifj wjre Jolm, Tiiouias, 
. David and William. lie also had three 
dauj^hters, !)ul their names cannot now be 
learned. 

The names of the sons from his .second 
wife were James, (irilTith and Kleazar. The 
name of the dauj;hter was Leah. 

There was a little incident that occurred 
in John John's earlier years- -probably 
twenty years old at the time, which per- 
haps is worth relating. It was like this: 
He was visitinj^ with one of his neij^hbors, 
and took upon his knee a little girl baby 
and was fondling it. Heing delighted with 
its beauty and innocent smiles, he made 
this remark. **Ah, yon sweet little girl, I 
will have you for my second wife.** Now. 
this little baby's name was Ruth Day, and 
in after years truly became his second wife. 
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Ruth John 

As uotlung further can be learned about 
John John's first wile tlian what has l>een 
stated, wc will proceed to give a limited 
history of Ruth, his second wife. 

Ruth John was born in the State of 
Pennsylvania in the year 177.5. ^^^r maiden 
name was Day, and she was married to John 
John in the year iSik>. This Ruth John 
Kdji a ^ood mother, as is evinced by the 
offspring she bore and the moral and re- 
ligious training they received at her hands. 
She was a devoted member of the Metho- 
dist Kpiscopal Church. She lived li^appily 
with her husban<l for 25 years, when he died. 
vShe emigrated from Virginia to Imliana in 
the year i^MJ with her youngest son> l\lea- 
zar. and made her future home alternate- 
ly with her son and <laughter until her 
death, which occurred in 1S43, in the 71st 
year of her age. It is, perhaps, proper to 
state before we . pa s."^, that this old lady 
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DAVID A. JOHN Z^ 

traveled all the way from Virginia to Indi- 
ana ill a uue-horse carN'all, as they were 
called in those da vs. 



David A. John 

Nothing can be learned of the mem- 
bers of John Jolm's family from his fust 
wife except D.nvid A. of whom we have a 
limited history. 

Daviil was born in llarrisbnrg, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 29th day ol March, in tlie 
year ijgS. As an incident, there was at 
that time bnt one dry gootls store in the 
town, which was kept in a hewed log cabin. 
He ac«|niied the wag«>ii and carriage mak- 
ing trade, anil afterwards made that his 
life work. In iSii, at the a.ue of 23, he 
was unitcil in marriage to Mary Mishler 
of tliat place, who was at that time 18 
reai.s of age. In a few years, however. 
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DAVID A. JOHN 



they emigrated to Canton, in the State of 
Ohio; and still later, in 1829, they moved 
to Montgomery County, Ohio. In the year 
iiJ37 ^l>*-*y emigrated to Wayne County, In- 
diana. In the year 1M43 the wite died, at 
the age of 51 years, 11 months and i day. 
A few years later he gave up house-keep- 
ing and made liis home amoni; his children. 
This man was a Christian, and a member 
of what is ])opulaily called thv Dunkards, 
but projierly the German Jiaplist denomi- 
nation. He wa.s the father of ten children 
•seven sons aiid three dauijhters. and died 
November 4, 1872, at the age of 84 years. 
7 months and 5 days. His death was the 
result of cancer in his mouth an«l throat. 

The respective names and ilates of births . 
of his children are in the following order: 

John John was born 'May 14, 1S12. 
Kachcl J. •* *• Sept. *>. ISl.;. 
Jacob •' *' May.2h, islr.. 

Jo.se]>h '• •• Jan. 17, ISls. 

I'ollv *' *' Jnno 7, 1«P». 
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JAMKS JOHN 



David M. 
Mary Ann 
Lewis a. 
Abraham 

JotCpll 



Oct. 20. 
Oct. 12. 
N«»v. 4, 
Fob. 3. 
.March «u 



1821. 
KS23. 
1827. 

1M33. 



Following is a death list of David A. 
John'.s family: 

Jacob died June l.S. LSI 7, 



Kachcl 
Josepli •* 
Abraham 
David M. 
Lewis D. 
John 
Pollv 



Auj,'. 1, 1H17. 

Au^f. O, 1818, 

July 22. Is:>o. 

Mar. 2«), iSi.l, 

Dec. . 5. 1.S72. 

June 27. l8»n, 

May 20, 18')'), 



and 30 «1. 
and 21 d. 



and 20 d. 
and 20 d. 



a-e 1 y. 
- 4 y. 
•* b m. 
•* 5 ni. 
•• .^'» Y. 5 m. and i» d. 
•• 40 Y. and Mi d. 
*• 7^ y. 1 m. and 13 d. 
'» 7*) V. 11 ni. and 13 d. 



The ab(3vc statist io-^ are ihv: compli- 
ments of Joseph John, youngest child of 
Ouvid A. John. 



Jamks John 

Since nothing further can be learned of 
John John's family from his first wife, we 
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2S . JAMICS JOHN 

will proceed lo give a short bioj^raphical 
sketch of the four children from his second 
wife. Kuth. Namely: James, OrilTith. Klea- 
zar and Leah. 

James, the eldest son, was born in the 
year i8i)i, in the Slate of Peiuisylvania. antl 
in early life emigrated to the State of Vir- 
ginia, lie was married to Anna Myers, at 
about the age of 25 years. This young 
man was nolcil as being ot a good moral 
nature, and at the age of 25 he attached 
himself to the Methodist Kpiscopal Church. 
It can be said of him that he lived a con- 
sistent Christian through all his life, as the 
writer of this narrative has reason to believe, 
because there is a letter now in our posses- 
sion, written by him in 1S40 to his brother 
Kleazar, counselling a closer walk with (*od. 
and held tip Christ as a pattern. The whole 
tone of the letter indicates that he was a 
man wholly given to the cause of. Christ. 
So we see, that though a man l)e in the grave 
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2*) 



yet do his works live, uiul have their natural 
effect. And as lonj; as we live we shouhl 
not forget the counsel of the K'^»'^b'- This 
James John worked a short time at wagon- 
making, and afterwards bought a farm in 
Virginia, where he prospered and raised a 
family of nine chiMren — seven daughters 
and two sons. One of the sons, James K., 
enlisted during ihc Civil War. and died at 
his post, from sickness Ci)ntracled in the 
service. The other son was deaf, iluinh and 
blind. The daughters all grew to woman- 
hood, were marricil and raised families. 

The father continued to live to see all 
of his family well provided for in life be- 
fore he was ready to go to the One who 
was his life-long helper in every time of 
need. He died at the age of 78 years. 

His wife Anna, so far as we know, is 
yet alive, and if she is. she is 97 years of 
age. She is al.so a Christian, and doing 
what she can for the Master. 
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30 (JKIFKITH JOHN 

David,, the deaf and blind son, is slill 
living and enjoying life in liis limited way. 



Griffith John 

We will now call the reader's attention to 
the next younger son, whose name is Grif- 
filli. He was also born in reunsylvania. 
in the year itSo5. When he wns 13 years 
of age his parents emigrated with him to 
Montgomery Connty, Virginia. He was 
an obedient son and worked for his parents 
until he was 18 years of age, when he 
went to learn the smithing trade, and fol- 
lowed that employment all his life, or nn- 
til his boys took charge of the shop. He 
accttninlated a competence by hard work 
and economy, and succeeded in owning a 
^ood farm in the mountains ot Virginia. 
At the age of 23 he married Liona 
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(JKIKKITfl JOHN 31 

Hambrick, by whom he had iiiue children- 
five sons and four (hinj;hters. The sons* 
names are John, William. Joseph. James 
R. and David II. The daughters' names 
are Mary, vSusannah, Delilah and I/ivona. 
Three of the sons are yet alive and have 
families. The f.jur danj;hlers all jjrew to 
womanhood and were married and raised 
families. 

This man, tiriilith Jidui, in alter life be- 
came a Christian, and lie united with the 
German Baptist Church. He ever after 
lived a consistant Christian life. His in- 
fluence, even to this day, is felt by all his 
children. To know him was to honor, love 
and have confidence in him. He constant- 
ly had faith in Christ, and kept it to the 
eml. 

He die.l at the age of 79 years, with 
all his chiblren living but two. 

His eldest son, John, also was a black- 
smith and succeeded the father in the .same 
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LKAH }<)UN 



old smith shop. The other sons are farm- 
ers and arc reasonably successful. 



Kkak John 

The next in order of the children of 
John John was his dau>;hler Leah, who 
was also born in Tcnnsx ivania in iSi4,,and 
lived there until she was nine years of age. 
Then emigrateil with her parents to the 
State of Virginia. Montgomery County. 
Grew to womanhood, and at the age of 20 
years was married to a man by the name 
of Jacob Johns. Raised a family of seven 
children — three sons and four daughters 
She was also the mother of two or three 
other children, who died in infancy. Her 
other^ children are all married and are rais- 
ing families except two who are dead. 

I.eah Johns was an affectionate moth- 
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er, a jjooil neighbor. bcUivcd hy everyone 
for licr »»ood and nol;!c i|i!;i lilies. She tried 
to raise her children in such a way that 
they would be an honor lo the worhl an«l 
the society in which they lived. She lived 
to see all her children ;;rown up and mar- 
ried, except William, who dieil while yet 
a yonnj^ man. 

Shortly a tier her murriai^e she. with 
her hn.sband, emi);rated to the Slate of In 
(liana. They tiaveled all this long road 
over the mountains antl thronj^^h the swamps 
in a iwohorse jolt wav;on, and settletl in 
Henry County, among the wild lieasts and 
ludians of that day. After havinj; lived in 
that locality two years thev moved to 
Wayne County, Indiana, where they lived 
tliirteen years, and then moved to Howard 
County. Indiana, where they struggled with 
the new country, and opened up a farm. 
The names of her children are (UitTith, 
William. Mary, Marlh.i, Sarah .\nn. I«:iiza. 
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beth and Zacluiria, who, so far as we 
now know, are all alive, and have laniilics 
exeept the two mentioned as dead. Name- 
ly: William and Sarali Ann. 



Jvi.KAz.vk John 

We will now procee I to ^ive the his- 
tory o( the yonn^esl son ot' John John, 
whose name is hUeazar. 

Klea'zar John was horn on the fifth day 
of Fehruary, 1816, at kosstown, York 
County, Pennsylvania. When two years of 
age he moved with his parents to the State 
of Virginia, Montgomery Couniy, where he 
lived anitil 1.S39. When he was eight years 
old his father dieil. lie then made his 
home with his brother, James. He worked 
oil his brother's farm utilil he was IS years 
of age, then went into the bhicksmilh shop 
to learn the trade with his brother Griflith. 
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He also received six iiiontlis schooling clur- 
in^j his boyhood days. A tier liavin^ served 
two years at leariiiii}; I he tratle, without 
competisatiou, he eiij^a^ed in llie m'ainifac- 
tare <if i'ncj puiuijs. an I other machinery. 

He visiictl the Stale of Indiana in iS^y, 
to h>ok ai the conntry and. if found desira- 
ble, to select a pi. ice in which to make his 
fulnre h(»me. He made the journey on 
Iior.>iel»ack, and in Seplenihei ol the same 
year he. with his mother, emigrated to the 
new country (jf Indiana. They made the 
journey in a one-hoise carryall. Shortly 
after arriviuj^ he traded his carryall f(»r four 
and a half a«-ies of lan<l in Wayne Ct)unty. 
He built a heaved lo^ house and a black- 
smith shop upon It. 

hi ab;iui a year afur haviiijr arriveil 
ill Indiana he was mirrieil to Sarah Bea- 
ver, after which he v'onstanlly worked at 
the sniilhinji business fur half a century 
with the exception of .one winter, in which 



Digitized by 



(L^oogle 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



31. ELKAXAK J<»HX 

he taught school. He was married on the 
fourth day ol" February, 1S4T. His first child 
was l>orii on tl»e 22iid ilay of October of the 
same year. There were born to them eight 
children — seven sons and one daughter, one 
of whom died in infancy. They gave their 
children a good common school education. 
They are now all married, and honorable 
citi/ens. 

. l\lea/ar John and wife joined llie United 
Brethren Church soon after marriage ami 
lived consistent Christians. On the 27th day 
of July 1876, his wife dietl. from cancer of 
the stomach. 

In September, I.S77, Klea/ar John was 
again marrieil to .Mary Farrington. a widow. 
She died in October, iS.^i In entering this 
marriage an unusual contract was made, 
Kach one had about as much property as the 
other^ The contract was to the efilci that 
each was to continue to transact their own 
business separately. Mary fnrni.-hed the ha\ . 
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brtad and pasture, and lUca/.ai llic meats, 
wood and t^rain. The groceries were houj^ht 
vvilli the butler and c^^s that were produced. 
Kaeh was to pay for their own gar- 
ments, and pay their own (U)ctors' hills and 
taxes. This was a vt ry Iiarnionious union — 
not an anj^ry wortl was ever spoken, and 
when death came to the wife, a relative 
from each family diviiled all of the peison- 
al property, iJiviiij; to each what hail been 
pul ill, and diviilinj; equally the increase. 
Hy law one-third of her realty would have 
reverted to the husband, but the verbal con- 
tract was strictly complied with. 

This man IClea/ar John has been the 
recipient of numerous public oftlces of trust 
liurinjj his life, and was highly esteemed 
for his ^ood character, integrity to princi- 
ple and fidelity to his country. lie always 
has been a great leader, and has constantly 
taken an interest in public affairs, e.^pe- 
cialjy such as were of interest to the ct)m- 
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uuinity in which lie lived. He would never 
miss an eieclicin, no matter how trivial 
it seemed to be. He is a Democrat in name, 
but never permitted partisanship to override 
principle. He is especially beloved by 
his neighbors for his kin<l and genial dis- 
position and undaunlcd Cliristian character. 
and is measured by his real worth and 
honored according to the character that 
is in liim. Integrity tv» principle hasl>een one 
ol* the leading characteristics ol' his life, and 
he was never known to defraud or wrong 
any person. It is impossible to overe>limate 
the worth of such a lather, and hi?> chil- 
dren appieciate, to some e.<tent at least, the 
good inlluence it lias had upon them, and 
this appreciatitin will be enhanced rather 
thmi diminished as the years go by. 

In 1854 lilea/.ar John and family moved 
fiuni Wayne to (irant County. Indiana, 
where Mie entered a tract of government 
land in what was at that Hay called the 
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Imliaii Reserve. He and the boys cleared 
off tliis land and made a farm of it. He 
also worked in the shop for the few pioneers 
who had ventnred into that new country, 
ami has continued to make this locality his 
home ever since that lime, and has seen 
the country grow from a virgin wililerness 
to one filled with a refined, prosperous and 
happy people. 

.\s has ;ilreaily heen slated, his family 
consisted of seven sons aiul one daughter, 

namely: 

was born Oct. 22, 1«41. 
Nov. 11. IS4.?. 

Maroh 2.S, lH4b. 

Oct.10.ls47. 
Jan. 2r», 184*). 
Sept. 9, 1«51. 
Jan. 14. 1«.^.S. 
Kch. 3. 185«J. 
Soon after his .second wife died, Klea- 
zar Jolin sold his farm to his second son 
David, and put his business in such a shape 
that an a<lniinistrator can easily .settle up 
the estate. 



William 
David 
Mary A. 
James R. 
Jiihn V. 
Henry C, 
I^ewi.s A. 
J<»cl H. 
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vSincc the witc's ilcalh, the- talher has 
made hih home willi the third son, Johu \'. 
The arraiigemeiii i.^ thai he is to live with 
him the balance ol hi-, life. 

At this date, 190.^, he is S; years old, 
hale and hearty, anil rides a bicyi le in good 
weather. 

Incidknts in ills Kiinc. 
In the year 1.S39 this in. in traveled over 
llnve ihonsand miles on h(»rscl»ack m (juesl 
ol' evitlenee to esUihlish a claim to a lej;acy 
said lo have been fett ch-posiled in the Hank 
ol Un^hind tor the benefit of the John 
heirs. It appears that Hn^h John, broiher 
of Nicholas John, and Daniel Mosienr, a 
relative of Huj;h, deposileil this money in 
164.S or 1650. The inlere>t in the estate 
l)eeaine so great that in the year 1S42 the 
heirs, several in nnmbor, met at IMttsl>nr>;h, 
I'a., to try t») devise ways anil means to ob- 
tain the money, which amountcil at thai 
time to several million dollars. A man wi^^ 
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sent to luij^laiul lo iiivcsli^Jlc, but nothing 
ever canu- of it. 

Aiiotliei iiK-idcnt in tliis man's life is that 
when he vv;is a small h »y oT 12 years he 
was liari»)\vin}; a piece ol jjroniul with u 
hir^e diamon'l-sluipeil harrow and twcj 
horses. lie roile horseback wliile harruvv- 
inj?. One day the horses t«)ok fright at some- 
thin;* ami I an away with him, throwing him 
tv» I he ground iKiween them, but the 
harrow leaped dear oi him and covereil him 
with soil. The only clay-bank in the field 
was his ])rotecl»)r, as he fell off just in front 
(d it. causing ihe harrow to \{:a\) clear of his 
body. This is somewhiit of a harrowing in- 
cident, yet, nevertheless, true. We should 
take cogiiizance of . tl:e great provitlence of 
CfOil in Hls proleciing care over this man. 

Anolher incident in the life of this man 
is, that when a lilile boy he, with another 
small coinpanion frei|uenily repaired to a 
larg • r€)ck that piotru«l'vd from the side of 
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the niouiituiii, lluit hail a snuxilli perpeiulic- 
ular surface, nearly three liuiulred foct high- 
The top ol' ihc rock was on a level with 
the top oi the nionnlain, and they would 
roll stones over its edj^e to see them crasli 
down. They would rre([uently sil on 
the edge ol this rock and swing Vheir 
leet and legs over the ])recipice. (Jne day 
while thus sitlit\g one suggested to ilie other 
that if a l»e.u* or wolf (of which liie nionn> 
tains conlainetl a number) would come up 
hehind them and give them a little scare, 
tiiey wouhl involuntarily leap off and he 
(lasued lo death. The conclusion arrived 
at that day bv those two little boys was 
that that wns the last time they went near 
that precipice. 

Another incident and pleasure of his 
life is that he has always taken great de- 
light in fishing, especially fishing with the 
h«)ok and line. Ivven now at his advanced 
age he accompanies his boys every summer 
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sixty or seventy miles, to the lakes to en- 
joy a c<)uj)le of weeks of camp life and 
catch fish. 

We will conchule the history of Klca- 
zar John by giving tiie names, thns tar, of 
his desceiiclants: 

Ciin.DRiCN 

William, David, Mary Ann, James 
k.. (lead. Henry C. John V., Lewis A. 
and JiK-l 11. S. 

CiRANI) ClIII.DUK.N' 

Charles R., Anna. I'earl, Ferris, Alva, 
Frank, Leslie, luiith, luigar, hVimer. Ver- 
hn. lilanch. Ralph C. Friscilla, Vestal, 
Carrie, ICiirl, Carl, llallie, Clyde, I' rank, Les- 
lie, Cecil, May. (lolda. Harlie and Lonie. 
- 27. 

(.klCAT OkANl) ClIII.DKKN 
Mabel,, (tenevieve, Lucille. Russell W., 
Dora, Klsie, Clarence and three newcomeis 
who.se names are not at hand. --10. 
Total number of chiMren 45 
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Sauah John 

Wc will iu)\v procucd to give ii short 
history of Sarah Jtjhn, wife of Hleazar John. 
Her UKiidcii luuiic was Sarah Heaver. She 
was born in Rookiii^'liaui Ci)unty, Virginia, 
on the I2lh day of A[)ril, iSiS. At the age 
of i6 she emigrated with her parents to 
Wayne County, Indiana. At the age 01*23 
.she was niaiii<.d. 

Sarah John was a kind anil amiable 
wife, a gootl mother, and her inlluence for 
good was carried to her children, of whom, 
as before stated, cunsisled of seven sons 
and one dau:^hter. She was always the 
attraction of home, nut only ol the hnsban<l 
and chilvlren, but also ui' all who enjoyed 
her acquaintance. Always aflectiunate and 
tender-iiearted, the desiie o( her chil- 
dren or friends |>rt)nii)tly received her atten- 
tion. She did not live for .self alone, but 
craved and appreciated the kindness and 
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affection ot' ollitrs. She lived to try to 
make her chiMreii and others happy, and ^he 
never was contented when her friends were 
in trouble, always tryin<( lo alleviate the ilis- 
tress of others. vSiie lived to see all her chil- 
dren grown to manhood. I''ron\ early in life 
she had been a member of the United Hreth- 
ren Church, and the preacher.s on their cir- 
cuits usually wonhl stop for dinner, as >he 
was noted fur her •ii)v'4rco«)kini;, and preach- 
ers are no mere novices in that line. It was, 
however, principally because of their welcome 
that they ami other friends loved to spend a 
Sunday, or holitlay at the John's humble 
mansion. 

Sarah John's life was a nuxlel one in 
lier sphere, and she ilid what she could, anil 
did it well. She worked very hard for the 
good of others, ami there is no doubt but that 
hard work and worry caused her lo fill a 
preuKiture grave. 
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She died July 27, 1876, and was followed to 
her final resting place by a large concourse 
of sympathizing frienils, who knew the loss 
the father and ehildrt!n had sustained. 

Hvery loved one that leaves us reminds us 
more forcildy of the uncertainty of this life 
and the certainty of a life hereafter. While 
we cannot possibly lose anything by liv- 
ing a good life, we are sure of gaining a 
much brighter Crown than is worn by any 
earthly king and a prospect of again meet- 
ing the loved ones we have laid away, 
and when ours are forced to part with us 
may it be said of us: He has done what he 
could. 



John John 

We will now take up the next genera- 
tion and begin with the eldest son of David 
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A. John, who was the eldest son of John 
John by his first wife. 

This son's name also was John Jolm. 
He was born on May 14, 1812. near Canton, 
Ohio, and in 1SJ9 removed with his parents 
to Montgomery Connty. Ohio. On Feb. 14, 
1833, he was united in inarria.i(e to Nancy 
Warner. Soon after his marriage he set- 
tled in Philipsbniv;, Oliio, and winked at 
the carpenter tr.ule a few years; tiicn pur- 
chased a farm of 152 acres near that town. 
This land at the time he purchased it was 
a wilderness and a boggy swamj), however 
by his energy and hard labor he succeeded 
in redeeming it from its primeval state and 
converting it into one of the moNt valuable 
forms in that part of the Slate, lie con- 
tinued to live on this farm until his death, 
which occurred on June 27, 1891. His daugh- 
ter, Hattie Hinkley, ami her husband are 
now the owners of this valuable property. 

John, like his ancestors, was a mem- 
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ber of the German liaplist church and one 
of the Icadijij; nicinlKTs and officers of that 
organization. He was also a republican 
partisan politician of local note. 

He died at the a^e t»f 79 yeai.s, i month 
and 13 days. 

This man and his wife were the parents 
often children - four sons and six daugh- 
ters, as folUnvs: 

KlUali.'ih l»»rn An;;. 27, IS.U. Diod M;iy t», Uh>1. 
UyUia »• Ntiv. 14, lS.>i». •* Fob. 8, lSs5. 

Ihivid •• N..V. 10, 1H.'>S. *• Oct. 1<>. 1842. 

Mary - Mar. 2(». 1841. 

Kpliruini •' June lt», 1S4.>. ** Sopt. 8. 18(»(.. 
Uwis '* Nov. IS, 1845. •* Jan. 4, 18*a. 

Sarah- *• Mar. 'i, 1S48. - Dec. 23,1849. 

Samuel *• Mar. 1*», ls5n. 

Hctlie •• July 25, 1852. 

Susanna ** May 23. 1S5S. '* Fcl). 17, 1889. 

It wiU be noticed that only three of 
this large family of children are now living. 
All e.xcept three lived to manhood .and 
womanhood and had families. His succeed- 
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ing progenitors arc: GrandchiUlren 35. great- 
grandchildren 30 and great-great-grand- 
children 12. 



David M John 

David M. John, second son ol David 
A. John, as ilesciibcd on page ^5 ot' this 
voluuic, was born in the Stale of Ohio on 
the 20th day of October. 1S21, and liveil 
there till manhood, when he was married 
to Susan Overholser. Kight children were 
the result of this union, namely: Oliver, 
Jacob, Sarah Ann, I^wis A., Catherine. 
David, Thomas and Calvin. Lewis A.. 
Catherine and David died in infancy. 

David M. John was a wagon and car- 
riage builder and was noted for his genius 
and fine workmanship. He emigrated in 
his early manhood to Wayne County, Ind- 
iana, near Hagerstown, and continued to 
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work at his calliiii^ until about the year 
1S51, when he with his family removed to 
Huntin*jtou Couiity, Indiana, which at that 
time was a new an<l swampy country. He 
there met a premature death* the result, no 
ilouhl. of the malaria thai is common to all 
new. autl wet undrained lands. 

lie filed Mareii 26, is^i, at the age of 
39 years, 5 months and 6 days. 

The followin;^ ninuvl children comprised 
his family: 

Oliver horn M.ir. 2S, lS4y. 
Jacob \V. •• Doc. LS. IS43. 
Sarah A. - N.»v. 12» 184.S. 

Catherine *• Juno H». IMS. Died Sept. U». I.SSO. 
U'wi.s A. •• Kcb. 2iK 1S51. - Kcb. 27, 1854. 
David ** Nov. 1.^, 1S.S.^. •' June 27, 1854. 

Thuina.s J. ** .May 11. Is55. 
Calvin N. " Nov. l*i, is.Ss. 

(VM.\Nl)CHklJ>Ki:.N 

Ktlwla M. J«»h»i lK»ni An;*'. l(J, l8i»3. Dead. 
Jciniie M. " ** Mar. 18. 18b5. 
Charles C\ - - Oct. 24. l8o7. 
Klla A. '• •• N.»v. 28. lt^72. 

I). W. '• •• July 7. 1«75. 
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William H. *' 
Frank li. - 
Cofa May **• 
Adua •* 

With 
Mabel 

Ucwis ** 

Kthcl H. 
Geraldiite M. • 
Albert N. ♦• 
ChcNlcY Myrr.s. 
Clarence '• 
J. F. .. 

There are also quite a u umber of great- 
grandchildren, but uoi having their names 
and number of children, cannot be inserted. 
Thus ends the brief history and statis- 
tics of David M. John. 



May 2(), l»ii7. 
April :.S, 18ii*). 
June IS, IH71. Dead. 
April 14. 1879. 
July 24. IH77. 
.\ug. 25. 187*>. 
July 15. lrt«l. 
Jan. 14. \h6\. 
July «>. 1H.H3. 
May «». 1885. 



Susan Ui.ki:v 

Nee Susan John, wifo of David M. John. 
This liitytory wouM not be complete if 
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we cli<l not luive a kind word to say of this 
gfood woman and mother. 

Her maiden name was Susan Overholser. 
She was born in Montj^omery County, Ohio, 
on the 20th <lay of Auj^usl, 1823, there- 
fore has passed her eightieth mile-stone. 
She is yet living and enj'>yin;^ life better 
than a great many yi)unger persons. She 
attended the annual reunion of the John 
family at Ni)ilh Matichcslor, [uvliaiia. in 
1903, anil by a curious cuinoiileiice it was 
her eightieth birthday, and it is saitl she 
enjoyed the occasion quite as much, if not 
more, than the younger members of the fam- 
ily. 

In the year 1S40 she was united in mar- 
riage to David M. John, and tliere were 
horn to them eight children. They lived 
happily together 21 yeais. After the death 
of her husband she lived a widow for a 
number of years and was again married to 
a man by the name of Ulrey. He also died 
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ami she is now a widow a second time. 

She is living with her iclalives at Lib- 
«itv Mills, Iiidianu. 



Lkwis U. John 

We will now call the reader's attention 
to the third -son o( Oavid A. John. 

Lewis H. Ji)lui was horn in Canton, Ohio. 
Noveniher 4, 18J7. When he was two years 
old his parents moved to Montgomery 
County* Ohio, and when ten years ot age 
came with his parents to Wayne Connty, 
Indiana. He continneil to reside in that 
State until his death, which occnrred Dec. 
5» 1S72, at the age of 49 years and 30 days. 

In the spring of 1S51 he was united in 
marriage to Kunice Vanzant, near New- 
castle. Indiana. They haii four chihlren 
born to them, namely: Nancy Iv, Jenny, 
ICImcr and Charles- the three latter being 
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dead. Jenny and Klracr were twins. 

After the ileiith ut* the husband, the wid- 
ow removed with her <hiiighlcr to Sedj^- 
wick County, Kaus^is. where she died. 

Lewis H. was a man of ability and enerj^y. 
In the early days when the P. C. C. & 
St. Louis R. R. was bein>j built he secured a 
contract to furnish ties for the road, and 
purchased a saw-mill and accumulated 
unite a stun of money manufacturinj; rail- 
road ties. He then bouj;hl a i;ood farm near 
the mill, in Henry County, Indiana, and 
subsequenily made farminj^ his principle 
occupation. He also bou;.'ht and sold a 
great many farm implements, such as plows, 
mowers, reapers, thresliers ami other kinds 
of machinery. 
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POULY LA>:i>lS 



Poij.Y Landis 



Polly, *lhc oldest ilaughter of David A. 
John will now receive our attention. 

Polly was born on June 7, 1S16, at Can- 
ton. Ohio. She spent her jjirlliood days in 
Montgomery County, Ohio, and in Wayne 
County, Indiana. 

At the age of 25 she was united in mar- 
riage to Jacub Kandis, and lived happily 
together for ji years. The husbaml died 
May 22. 1875. 

Twelve chihiren resulted from this mar- 
riage — five boys and seveii K^^l^* ^'Jul>t 
of whom are yet living. 

Polly became a member of the German 
Baptist Church ^in early womanhooil auil 
lived a consistenl, devoted. Christian life. 
She was loved by all who knew her (or 
her kind disposition ami sterling Chris- 
tian character. 

After the death of lui husband she made 
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her home with her daughter, Sarali Millei, 
near Rose Hill, Wabash County, IiuUana, 
until her death, wUicli occurred on May 20. 
iSy9, at the a^e of 79 years, 11 months 
and 13 days. 

Her children's names and dates of hirlh are: 
liavid born l'\ l». 3, lh4.>. l>ic(l N«>v 20, VKt\. 
Marian •* Oct. 4, l«4i». - June 7, 1*X.m». 

Jacob *• Nov. 14. IS4H. 

Saiiiuol •• I>oi*. *>. 1S50. 

Martha *• Aiij;. o, IS.^2. - Nov. 7, 185«). 

l,.Vtlia •• July 24. ISS4. 

Sarah " •• Sept. li=i, isSS. 

Juhu " ^^ar. 30. 1857. ** Mar. 21. lJ<ri8. 

N«»ah •* Mar. 27, 185^. 

Tmla •• Jan. 14, l,S(il. 

ICuiHiu •* May 2vS, lSf.2. 

Cassie '* Kc!». 27, Im»4. 

These childicn are nv)\v all married and 
have families, consisting of 35 grandchil- 
dren and 14 gn>nt-grandchildren. 
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Mary Ann T.andis 

Mary Ann, second (hiuj^hler ol' Davitl A. 
John, was horn Oct. 12, 1823, at Canton 
Ohio. Whc-n she was six years of age her 
parents niuved to Montgomery Connty, 
Ohio, and eight years afterward came witli 
her parents to Indiana. 

When sIk* was 20 years old her motlier 
ilied. Thu-e years later she married Michael 
II. l.andis, in Wavne County, Iniliana. by 
whQui she hail 14 children, 9 boys and 5 
jjirls. I'jght of the children are yet living 
—5 boys and 3 girls. Those dead, died in 
infancy. The living are all married and 
have families. 

Less than one year after marriage Mary 
Ami united with the Oerman Haptist Church 
and has ever since l)een o!ie of its most 
faithful memners. 

Since her husbamrs death .she has made 
her home with her chihlren, and is now 
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livinp: with licr youii}»;t^t daughter, Lydiii, 
at Andrews, Iiuliana. 

Wliilc it woiiUl be very desirable to know 
more of the hfstory of this good woman, 
we will have U) l.»e contented with the aliuve 
brief description. 

Her children's names and ages are as 
follows: 

Davia l»-»rii IVc. «>, 1^47. IKmcI. 
Uarhar.i *' Oct. >», IM«». 
I,t»\vis •* Mar. 5, I8SI. 

Daniel •* June lt», lh^2. 

Josopli " Aug. la, Ib53. 

IMly '• Juno 14, ib55. 

Jacob •* Jan. 18, 1857. 

Nancy '• Jan. 4, IhSs. 

Klisal)ctli *' Auif. 20, 185*). 
Oliver ** Sept. 4, iJSiiO. 

Jtilni ** Dec. 20, Isol . 

vSauiuel •• Dec. 14. I8t>2. 

Aliraham ** '^r. l.S, 18i.H. 
I«y(Ua •• Jan. 15, IH7I. 

She al.so has 22 grandchildren living. 
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JiisKiMi John 



Next in order of hirlli is Joseph Jolui, 
youiij^cst son of David A. John. 

Joseph was born March 6, 1S33, near Day- 
ton, Montgomery Connly, Ohio. When he 
was four years old his parents emigrated 
to Wayne County, Indiana. His moiher 
died when he was ten years of age. 

Ji>seph has loulinueil lo resi^lc in Indi.ina 
autl is now a resident at Roann, Wabash 
Ci)unty. 

He has made lifu quite a success, both 
linancially and otherwise -owns a good 
farm and is in good circumstances. He 
is a natural genius —can construct almost 
anything that is need«jd, and yet, not a 
special mechanic in any line— and has made 
farming his life work. 

He was uuite<l in marriage to Waitie Ann 
Roberson in it^s^, when he was 2O years 
oM, antl they have l)een blessed wiih h)ur 
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children — three jjjirls and one boy, namely: 
Julia, born 1854. Mary, horn in 1S56. Mel- 
vina, horn in 1S5S, ami llowaril in 1.S61. 
The yonngesl daugliter died in 1S75. 

Josepli John is a devoted and faithfnl 
mcud)er of the German baptist Chnrch. His 
political persnasion is prohibition. 



Nadmi Hisiior 

We will now ^i^'*-* •' short historical de- 
scription of James John's family, which, as 
previously staled, consisted of nine chil- 
(Ireu — seven il an ♦•liters and two sons. 

The eldest child's name was Kaomt. 
She WIS born July 10, iS-»f>, and was edu- 
cated at Blacksbur^. Virginia. She was a 
successful school teacher until the time of her 
marriage to William aI. Jiishop, December 
20. 1S65, and was the mother of two chil- 
dren — son and daughter, the latter died 
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in infancy'. The sou, James J. Hishop, is 
a physician at Clear lu>rk, IJIaml Comily, 
Virginia. 

After her marriage, Naomi worked 
faithfully in the M. Iv. Chinch as a Sun- 
day School teaclur and church worker 
wwtil the time of her death, which occur- 
red September ii, 1897, ^^1- ^^^^ ^^R^* ^^ 7* 
years. 2 mouths ami 1 day. 



l*j.izAin:Tn Sk.s.smck 



The second dau«;hter, h^lizaheth, was born 
July 30, iSj7, and was united in holy wed- 
lock lo John H. Sessler in January, 1S53. 
They afterwards settleil in Ht)tetourl County, 
I'/rg^inia, where they lived till the time of 
theii deaths, doinj; a good work as a Meth- 
odist family; were j>ublic spirited, always 
Tvi\tly to help on any good work or society. 
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and never grew too old. or tired, to >jo with 
the young folks for tlieir luofit or pleasure. 

This union was blessed with six children 
—two sons and Tour daughters, namely, 
Mary S., horn 1.S54; Sar.ih A., Mark I\., 
Mattie, born July 12, iis6i; ICnuna. born 
April 7, KS65, and John T., born in 1870. 

AJl are now living except the youngest 
son, who dietl at the age <.r 17 years. The 
oilieis are iloing well; have honie.s of their 
own and making good use oi* the means 
left them by their parents. 



David John 

David, the third child of James and Anna 
John (whose name is mentioned on page 
30), was born May 5, dS^i. Deat from 
birlh and lost his eye-sight entirelv at the 
age of 13 years. He is now living in Wythe 
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Count}', Virginia. He has a wonderfully good 
memory, is industrious and very patient, 
considering his a mictions. 



Martha Hank 

The fourth child, Martha, was born on 
March 20. 1834. and was niarricil to John T. 
Uatie of Hhie Stone, Tazewell County, \'ir- 
ginia, November 11, J*S5^;. She became the 
mother of seven children, as follows: Alice 
A., horn September iS, 1S5S; Jessie U., 
born December 30, 1S59; Lou ICnima, MoU 
lie, Charlie, William and Frank. Jessie l'». 
tlied in 1S7S, at the a.i;e of 19 years. 



Makv Ann Kikjiy 
The next daughter, Mary Ann. was born 
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February 6, 1837. She actjuirecl a good 
education, was «listin};uislic<l as a school 
teacher, and tluiiiig the Civil War made 
herself useful as a tailoress. iVflerwards 
was married lo James Kirhy of Montgom- 
ery County, Virginia. Three children blessed 
this union, as follows: Milton, James J. 
ami Anna. 

She died Xoveniher 27, 1S70. at the 
ai^e of ;3 years, 9 nuinlhs ami 21 ilays. 

This lady, like all the rest of the family, 
was a devoted . member of the Methoilist 
Church. She died singing * 'Glory, Hallelu- 
iah,** until her father was made to say that 
"it was a place of rejoicing.** 



I'Riscn.i,.\ R. Srr.M.soN 

Priscilla was the sixth child of James and 
Anna John, and was born May 10, 1840. She 
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is the wife of N. B. Siimson of Clear Fork, 
Virginia, and is the mother of three chiUlren, 
as foUows: Alice. Charles and Kllis. The 
latter died at the a^e of three years. Their 
home is now in Wythe County, Virginia. 

This lady is a distinj^uished writer of both 
prose and poetry, and is also a good singer 
and musician. 



ToiuTHA S. Hkndkkson 

Tohitha John was horn January 31 , IVS43, 
and lived with her parents until hhe was 
thirty years old. (n 1S73 she married a 
man by the name of liarvy Henderson. 
One child, Janus J., was the result of this 
union. She departed this life December 21, 
1877, at the age of 34 years, 10 months 
and 20 days. 
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Jamks F. John 

The eij^hlh chihl of James and Anna 
John, was born NovemV>cr 9. 1844. He 
was converted and joined the M. Ji. Church 
at a very early age in life. He was very 
patriotic and enlisted as a soldier in the 
war of the rebellion as soon as he became 
old enough, and died in the service Feb- 
ruary 16, iS6|, at ihe age of 19 years, 3 
mouths and 7 ilays. 



Sat,oma J. Hamukick 

The youngest child of this family was 
bora February S, 1847. At the age of 28 
years she was united in marriage to William 
Hambrick. Five children are the result 
of this union, namely: James J., Anna, 
VVilmer, Claud and David. She is now a 
widow, and resides at Rural Retreat, Wythe 
County, Virginia. 
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Thus ends the history of James John's 
hirge .iiid interesting laniily. While it 
would be very desirable could we have 
had a more intimate actiuaintance with the 
members of this family, as we would have 
been pleaseil to have l)een able to y;'\\'c a more 
minute and extended account of them, but 
not bein^ in possession of particulais, we 
will have to be contented with the foregoinj; 
hrief description. 

The details as given above are the com- 
pliments ot Mrs. Mattie Watkins, of Trout- 
villc, \''irginia. granddaughter of James John. 



. John' John 

The next in the regular order of descent 
are the children of OrilTith John, who is 
next younger brother of James John, the 
biographies of whose children have just 
been given. 
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OrifTith aiul Lioiui John's family consist- 
ed of nine cliihlrcn — five sons and four 
daughters, as nienlionvd on page 31. 

John John, the eldest chikl. was fjorn 
January 4. i«3f, in Roanoke County, Vir- 
ginia. He resided wilh liis parents as a 
farmer boy, uniil about 18 years old, when 
lit' went into the blacksmith shop with his 
dither, to learn the trade, and has contin- 
ued in that business, at the same old stand, 
more than 55 years, and is yet enjoying 
good health, and able to do good work. 

John John has been twice married. His 
first wife's name was M. J. M 'Donald, 
to whom he was married in 1S55, by whom 
he had nine children — five boys and four 
girls. After her death he was again married 
toKllaM. Lester. One child — a daugjiter, 
is the result of this union. 

This man is fairly well to do in the world 
— owninp^ the same old farm in the moun- 
laius of Virginia that his father owned. 
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He is not a politician, hut is a Chris- 
tian, and is a member of the (ierman Bap- 
tist, or Dunkard Cliurch. 

The names and dales of hirtlis of his 
children are as follows: 

Klca2ar K. b.n'ii Aii^. .>, Is5ii. Kcs. Loetoii, M«>. 
Ariiiiiita P^. '* April II. IrtSH. ** Texas. 
Joiiiiiia K. •' MuY .\, 18<i0. ** Vir^fiiiia. 
Gcorifc (;. •' March 30, J»s<)2. *• Kunsas. 
Milton M. •* March 21. I>n5. •• Virj^iuia. 
John J. •• June «», lNi7. " Marvlaml. 

WilUaui W. •• May 27, 1870. Dcutl. 

Louvenia A. *• M;irch IS, ls72. ** Virj^inia.' 
Olen O. '» April 7, 1S78. ' Virj,Mnia. 

Marj^ie K. ;' Sept. 2t,, ISK2. " Virgin iii. 

These chililren are all married and have 
families, except Louvenia A., who is livin^j^ 
with her sister, Joanna R. Bennett. 
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WiM.iAM John 

The next youngest son of (iriflUh John 
was William John, who wus horn in Roan- 
oke County, Virginia, on the 27th day oi' 
October, 1834. As soon as he became old 
enough he commence<l to wield the hoe 
and other farm implements, until he was 
18 years of age, when he went into the 
hlaoksmilh shop with his Lit her, but not 
linding it congenial ictuineil to the farm. 
He never spent very much time in a school- 
house. 

On b*ebruary 14, 1S56. at the age of 21 
years, he was united in marriage to Sallie 
F, Bolen, of Montgomery County. Virginia, 
by whom he had three children— one son 
and two daughters. He continued farming 
until March. 1S62, when he was drafted 
into the Confeclerate army, until Nov. 
4. 1864, when, with twelve others, they ran 
the blockade, an<l were thirteen days and 
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ni[;lils ^ellin^ tlnoui;h llur lines; but fiiiiilly 
on the 24, (lay of DcccinhLr, is^.}. he hui(k<l 
at New Carlisle, Ohio. Afiei recu|Kra- 
l-iiii! a lew ilays. he found eiuploynienl on a 
lann, an«l on the la?>l <lay «>l January, i.>^>.Si 
came U> huliaiia, and in July iA the same 
year bis wife and son arrived lion* \'ir^inia. 

lie then made larmin^ his constant em- 
ployiuent for ten years, then sold his farm 
antl nu>veil inlt» the city of . Ihintin^ton, 
auil has lived there ever since -beiu^ in 
the sewing machine and music bu.siness. 

He has been a justice ol* the peace for 
22 years, and has married hundreds of peo- 
ple. He has l)een fairly successful fiiian- 
cially. a local politician oi' some note, ami a 
life-long democrat. 

His children's names are as follows: 
James H., Hettie and Ivlna. iiettie being 
dead. The other two are married. 
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JosJCril JdllN 

The ncxl yoiiip^usi ^()n ai tlu* said (iril- 
lilh Join; \v:is Jnsc|)li Jolm. who was born 
in I^oanokv- Counly. \' jr};iiii:i, in iS.U»- 

lie worked l\»r his lather on the farm 
until iiS62, when he enlisted in tlie Confed- 
erate army, wa^ t ikcn prisoner at Mission 
Ridge, (leorj^ia, in the early pait of 1S64, 
aiul sent l*) Altu.i Military . rist)n, Illinois. 
The last that was ever heard from him he 
wrote to his brother William that the small- 
|>t>x was very bid in the prison. It is 
therefore eonehidi-d ihut he tiled ihere from 
that ilisease. 



SUS.XNNAH 

Susannah was the nexi child, and was born 
in koaiioke County, Virginia, in kS3S. At 
sixteen years of age she was married to 
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David ShcLler in 1S54, and raised a lar^e 
i'umily. llcr husband was wounded ami 
<licd in the army. Susannah died on ihc 
old homestead, but cannot ^;ive the date of 
her death, neither can we trace her chiUlreu. 



Dhtjla 



I>e!i!a, Ihe nexi ilau^hler, was born in 
Roanoke County, Virginia, in 1S40, ami in 
iSto was nuirried to a man i>y the name 
of Henderson, who aflerwartls died while 
in the army. After the war was over she 
contracted a second marria«^e, this time the 
name was Thomason. She died several 
years afterwards. Whether she raised a 
family or not is not known at this time. 



Jamks John 
James John was also born in Roanoke 
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Cpiinty, Virginia, in f843. When he he- 
came ohl enough he enlisted in the Confeder- 
ate army, anil died while in the service in 
1H63. 



David Jdhn 

Next was David John, also r)oin in Roan 
oke Ci>nnty, \'ii>;inia, ahoni the year 1S45, 
and in i<S64 he was ilrafled into the army. 
was taken prisoner the same year to Fort- 
Delaware, and died there in 1865. 



Vkna John 

Vena John, youngest daughter of Grif- 
fith John, was born in 1*848 in Roanoke 
County, Virginia. She was married and 
raised a fiimily. She died in 1901. 

It is to be regretted that the statistics of 
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this large family lire so inenger, but we 
have done the best we could. 



Mary Johns 

Next in order oT descent are the children 
of Leah Johns, who is discribed on page 32. 
She was the mother of ten children, three 
of whom died in infancy. W'e will give a 
slioit biogra\)hical sketch of those who lived 
to manhood and womanhood in their order. 
Mary Johns, eldest daughter of Jacob and 
I^eah Johns was born in Wayne County, 
Indiana on l^'ebruary 27, 1^35^ She lived 
with her parents until she was iS years old 
when she was married to Strawther Tolle. 
Two chiMren was the result of this mar- 
riage, Lucretia and William H. The daugh- 
ter being dead. After having lived together 
a little over three years the husband died. 
Fourteen months afterwards she contract- 
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ed a second marriage, namely: Jefferson 
Jackson, ii minister of the gospel, of How- 
ard County, Indiana. Five children was 
the result of this union, namely: Martha A.. 
John G., Anna H., Andrew J. and f.auna 
J., Anna Ii. and Andrew J. l)eing dead. 

The husband died April 17, 1903. 

Mary, the mother of these children, is a 
faithful and loved member of the Kriend- 
Ouaker denomin.ilion. She is a good moth- 
er, with a very .sociable, friendly disposi- 
tion; always having a kind word and a 
friendly greeting with every one she meets. 



M.\KT1I.\ 

Martha Johns, the next youngest daugh- 
ter, was born June 14. i^y). She was mar- 
ried to Perry Turner October 15, 1861. 
Four children was the result of this union, 
namely: Rosella, Mary J., Laura B. and 
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John G. Tlie two youngust are slill living. 
The husband died on July 12, iSb^, 

On May 7, 1872, slie was aiiain united in 
marriajje to William G. O'Xcal and (Mie 
child was the result, naniely: r)aniel, who is 
sill! living. The husband died May 8, 1884. 

On October 29, C885 she contracted her 
third marriage, this time with Rudolph 
Roher. No chihlren were born as the result 
ol this union. He died on March 28, 1901, 
leaving her a widow the third time. She 
is still living at this writing. 



Okikkitu 

Orifiith Johns the next younger child was 
Ijorii in Wayne County, Indiana, on June 
28, 1841. At the age of twelve he moved 
with his parents to Howard County, ItJdiiina. 
When he was 21 years old he enlisted in 
the arniy» served three years, was in forty- 



Digitized bv ' 



( jQOQl'e. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



<;KlKKnif JOHNS /*• 

three battles and skirmishes and escaped 
without even a scratch of a saber or punct- 
ure of a bullet. He was honorably dis- 
charged in «cS65. 

On March 24, 1.S66. he was uiarrie<l to 
Nancy Quick of Howard County, Indiana. 
Ten children came as the result of this 
union — six dauijhlers and four sons. Their 
names are as follows: liva A., Kttie J., 
Ulysses S. , John S., Savanna IC, lunma A. 
aud Auima IC, twins. Rosella, Charles O. 
and Daniel L. Six are dead. The follow- 
ing are still living, namely: John, Rosella, 
Charles and Daniel. 

Griffith Johns is a good husband and a 
kind father; an unassuming, cjuiet kind of 
a man — one who assumes his own affairs 
to the exclusion of other people's. He is 
fairly well to do in the world,owning a 
farm in Howard County, Huliana. He has 
lived in that same locality all his life. 
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WiM.IAM 



William Johns was born in Wayne 
County, Indiana*, on July ii, 1H43, and he 
moved with his parents to Howard County, 
Indiana, at the aj;e ot ten years. He lived 
to young manliood and died on June 22, 
1S62, at the age of iH years, 11 months 
and 1 1 davs. 



Sarah Ann 

Sarah A. Johns, third dauj^hter of Leah 
Johns, was liorn in Wayne County, Indiana, 
on August 29, 1S45. When yet a little girl 
she moved with her parents to the wilds of 
Howard County, Indiana, and on Febru- 
ary 20, 1S59, when she was just 13 years, 
5 mouths and 21 days old, was married 
to Daniel Gillen. One child, Jacob, was 
the result of this marriage. Mr. Gillen 
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afterwards enlisted in the army and never 
returned.. Date of death nnknown. 

On September lo, 1.S65, Sarah Ann was 
again married to Thomas Crull, who had 
Wen a captain in the civil war. Two 
children — William and Henry L. were l>orn 
unto them. IJotli of them are still living. 
She died Noveml)er 21. 1S75. 



DaNMKI. /ACUAklAll 

Daniel Z. Johns was born in Wayne 
Count J', Indian?, on September 4. 1S48, and 
died March 21, 1899. 

This man was married four times. Three 
children was the result of these mar- 
riages; but we are unable to get dates or 
names, as he was burned to death in a 
gas cxplo.sion and his house and all reconis 
distroyed l)y fire. 
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ICli/ahcth }\, Jt)lnis, youii«;est daughter 
of Leah Johns, was born in Ilowanl County, 
Indiana, on Auj»ust t>, 1851, and on April 
15, 1873, was married to William Gray. 
Five children graced this maniage: Cora 
B.. William H.. l.nlu J.. Jesse K. and 
Minnie M. All the mend)ers of this family 
are livinj; at this writing. 
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We will now give a statistical and short 
biographical sketcii of the children of Klea- 
zar John, who was the youngest son of John 
John by his second wife, as described on 
page 34. 

William, eldest son of JCleazar and Sarah 
John, was born in Wayne County, Indiana, 
on October 22, liS-p. At the age of 13 years, 
he emigrated with his parents to their new 
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home, in the wilds of Grant Connly, Indi- 
ana. He received a fair practical educa- 
tion and tanght school while a young man. 
lie also learned the blacksmith trade with 
his father and served until he war> 21 years 
old. He then set up shop for himself in 
the town of Indei^emlence, Grant County, 
Indiana. At the a;^e of 24 years he was 
married to Martha J. W'esterficld. One son 
hlesscvl this union, whi> was horn on Sc-pl- 
ember -»7, l.SOh. William win ked at his 
trade in this town 22 years and during this 
time held numerous small ofl'ices of trust. 

In the year 1.SS5 they emigrated to River- 
side, California, where they own and live 
on a ranch of fifieen acies of orange grove, 
ami have a comfortable ini-ome to comfort 
them in the eveuing of tlieir lives. 

Soon alter marriage, William anil Maitha 
nniteil with tiie Methodist l%pi>copal Church 
an<l afier comiui: to California identified 
thenivelves with the United llrethren in 
Chri-t. 
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Martha Jaxh Wkstj:kkiki.i> John 

The ancestry of the Wcsterfield family 
is originally of Kiiglish extraction. About 
the time of the Reformation, on account of 
religious persecution, the early family emi- 
grated to Holland, and, after a few genera- 
tions, sailed for the United States, and it is 
supposed settled around H.iltimore. One 
branch of the family in after years settled 
in Ohio, and to this branch of the family 
the subject of this sketch claims direct de- 
scent. The early history of the family in 
this country in its diill-rent branches cannot 
be had, but in the pioneer days the father 
of the otu whose biography is here given 
was residinj; in the then western State of 
Indiana. 

Martha Jane Westerfield John, wife of 
William John, and one of six children of 
William 1). and Klizabelh Westerlield. was 
born in Fayette County, near Hentonville. 
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Indiana, on August 14, 1845. Her child- 
hood was passed in the county of her birth, 
but as she was merging into womanhood her 
father, with his family, emigrated into Grant 
County, buying a farm one mile south of 
Point Is;ibcl, a small village about fifteen 
miles south wt si of Marion, the county seat. 

A division of the labor of the farm being 
necessary, and the family consisting mostly 
of girls, it fell ti) tiie lot of Manila to assist 
her father an<l brothers in the care of the 
farm. This was entirely satisfactory to her, 
for sin; much preferred a close contact with 
nature and the free and open outdoor life 
where she could make pets of the colts and 
vjompanitins uf the old faithful bossies as they 
strolled together to and from the barn, with 
its big hay loft, out to the woods* i)asture 
with its big trees, where the hickory and oak 
and litech, these great monarchs of the forest, 
would bend and wave in the breezes. To 
la.e accusti n:ed to this close acquaintance 
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xyilh nature was not the confinement of kitch- 
en and household demands nothing less than 
a monotonous drudgery? AVhat girl would 
accept the close confines of indoor life when 
all nature was beckoning her to come out 
and be free as the meadow-lark? Not she. 

To this free outdoor life it can undoubted- 
ly be said she owes much, lor it cannot be tle- 
nied that she is indebted largely to it fur a 
strong aiul rugged i>hysiiiue, and it may be 
said that until she had long passed the half 
century mark it had stood the test of years 
of toil without the usual iiniiress ''Old Father 
Time** is wont to make... 

Her educational advantages were limited 
to attendance at ptiblic and subscription 
schools from one to three months each year. 
The schools which she attended were of the 
kind common in the early part of the nine- 
teenth century. The method of instruction 
was crude, and conveniences were conspicu- 
ous by their absence. The lloors were of 
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puncheon, the seats of slabs (so hi^h that 
the children's feet would scarcely touch the 
floor), while a board placed by the side of 
the wall was used for a writinj^ desk. 

When Martha Jane was nineteen years ot 
age she found that after a very interesting 
courtship she had Kt her affections ^o out to 
a young man, one William John, who boie 
a j;ood reputation and came from a goDd 
family, and who had imbibed the spirit 
of thrift prevalent in the neij^hborhuod. 
and had alreaily esiablislied a small black- 
smith business, which trade he had learned 
from his father before he left the paren- 
tal roof. The new shop, which was started 
at Independence, a small town a!)oul four 
miles distant from her father's h'»nie, bein>; 
located in a farming community, had every 
pn»spect of success. The courtship soon 
culminated in a happy union, and the young 
couple niatle their home fur nineteen years 
in the above-named to\yn. One child, a 



Digitized 



by'Googlie^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MARTHA J. JOHN 



89 



boy, was the result of this marria>je. 

The fir.'st dozen years at Iiulepeudeuce 
were certainly pleasant and happy ones fur 
this couple. The wife's parents and broth- 
ers were still alive and within visiting dis- 
tance of one another. Many and many a time 
did she drive with her boy by her side to the 
parental home to spend a season with those 
she loved. The drive over meadow pasture 
from public road to house, the orchard in 
the rear o( house; with its early red apple 
tree, and the old-fashioned cider press at one 
side of orchard, the old milk-house adjacent 
thereto, .throtigh which the water from the 
deep, cool well woulil run, — these are some 
of the scenes that she will carry on memory's 
page until her feet have touched the dews 
of death, and the Master shall bid her come 
home, where her mother has been waiting 
lier these many years. 

' In the fall of 1.^84 she emigrated with her 
liusband and son to California, and settled 
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at Riverside, where lliey have since resided. 

Not so much iroiii the pressure of home \ 

ciicunistances, hul cliielly iroai a dc^iie to : 

save something for a "rainy day," as well as j 

the promptings of a moral purpose developed 
duftug her youth and early married life. 
Martha Jane adopted a ri^id economy and j 

a diligence and perseveiance tor accumula- j 

tiou that form ime of the dominant traits of 
her character. This is leco-ni/cil l»y her j 

friends as one tVature of her personality. It 
is possible that because of this— the accom- ; 

plishment of that ow which the heart is set — 
that this, in some measure, is lesponsible, i 

because of the intentness becoming a j>art of 
.self, for the nmnerous acci<lenls she has 
encountered on «lifferent occasions. During 
her girUiood she was thrown from a horse 
and came near losing a leg as the result, 
and on numerous occasions has conie very 
near losing her life. lUit the worst misfor- 
lime of that character happened in the fall 
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of 1900, when ill aliKluiiig from a carriage 
she fell and dislocated a hip. For some 
reason nature has failed to make the proper 
restoration of severed ligaments, and she is 
compelled to walk with cane or crutch. 

It is to the virtue above referred — to this 
careful and conservative management, coup- 
led with years of persevering toil — that she 
and her husband now point with pardonable 
pride to their fiUoen-acrc orange grov: with- 
in the corporate limits of the city of River- 
side. 

Th<r subject of our sketch has been for the 
most of her life a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, but soon after coming 
to California put her letter with that of her 
husband into the membership of the United 
brethren Church, of which she is a consist- 
ent and loyal member. 
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Daviu John' 

The second son of ICleaznr John, in line 
of descent, is David John, who was born 
in Wayne Connl}', Indiana, on Xovcniher 
11, 1^*43. He enii^raleil with I he family to 
Grant Connty, Indiana in 1S54. He is also 
a blacksmith and leariicd tlie trade with 
his father. In 1869, Davtd, then a man of 
JS yvais, made a vi>il tv» llic Slalv ol Kan- 
sas, and remained abont a year. On his 
return voyage he met with unite an acci- 
dent; two railroad trains colided when at 
full speeil, and he was a passenger on one iA' 
them. There were abont .{.o peojile killeil 
and 60 or 70 wounded, but he escaped with 
only a few bruises. On October 25, 1S73, 
he was married to ICmma Stillwell. Two 
children was the result of this marriage in 
their early life. Anna, born August 9, 1S74, 
and Pearl, July 27, 1.S77. Later in life, in 
their old age, there was born to them a son 
on August 12, iSys- 
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David is still working at his trade at Point 
Isabel, Grant County, Indiana. He has 
succeeded in accumnlatin«^ considerable prop- 
erty, is enjoying; good health, is of stout 
build and has an average weight of 218 
pounds. 



M.Vkv Ann John 

Mary Ann, the only ilaughler of Jvlea/a'r 
and Sarah John, was born Maich jS, 1S46, 
in Wayne County, Indiana, and nioveil 
with them to Grant County, Indiana, in i»S54, 
where she married Darius Xesbiit on Jan- 
uary 10, 1S67. Seven children are the result 
of tliis marriagu, as follows: Alva A., born 
September 26, 1.S67; Hcnjamin F., born Jan- 
uary 9, liSyo; Flora Iv, born November 19, 
J^>7i; John T., born May 2.S, KS75; Kdgar 
1). and IClmer C. twins, born May 3, 1HS5, 
and Verlin S., born Dccendier 21, 1890. 
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Mary Ann is a hale and hearty woman at 
fifty-eight years and weighs about 150 lbs. 

She and her husband are in good circum- 
stances financially — owning a good farm of 
over 300 acres in Grant County, Indiana. 
Their children are all well educated, the 
older ones having alreatiy received a good 
college education. Four of them are mar- 
ried and have la mi lies. 

Mary Ann and her husband are faithful 
members of the Christian Church, and their 
example and faithfulness are bearing legit- 
imate fruit with their children and friends. 



J.\MKS R. John 

The fourth child of IJleazar and Sarah 
John, namely: James Riley, was born Octo- 
ber ID, 1847. He lived one year and died 
frotn croup. 
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John V. John 

Joliii v., the fifth child of lileazar and 
Sarah John, was born in Wayne County, 
Indiana, on January 26, 1.S49. At the aj^e 
of fivi^ years his parinls removed with him 
to their new home in Grant County, Indiana. 

John \^ Secured a common school educa- 
tion. He was married on March 13, iiS73, 
to Ann l*\)ster. Two children were the re- 
sult of this marriage: —the ohlest a daugh- 
ter, **IJlanche," the secuntl a son, **Ralph." 

John v., after having; arrived at manhood, 
like nearly all the John family, learned a 
trade — that of waj^on and carria}»e building. 
After being in that business iifteen years, 
he sold out aiul purchased a farm and is 
now cloing fairly well farminj^, and livinj; 
more independently. The father, lUeazar, 
is still alive at this writinj; and is making 
his home with this son. 
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John V. is not iilcnlilkd with any branch 
of God's church, yet he is a j;ood hus- 
band and kind father, and has the respect 
and esleeni of all who know him, has 
held niunerous small offices of trust and 
j(ivcn satisfaction to his CL»nsliluents. 

lie is a fine singer and instrumental 
musician, and delights in the lact that he 
is the foremost ba>s hin^;er in the couniry. 

Politically he is a l>emocrat. and very 
partisan in his voting. 

His age at this writing is fifty-five years, 
and is yet a hale and hearty man, weigh- 
ing about 200 pounds. 



Hknry C. Joiix 

Henry C. John, fifth son of Klea/.ar and 
Sarah John, was born in Wayne County, 
Indiana, on September 9, 1S51. When three 
years of age moved with his parents to 
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Grant County, Indiana, where he received a 
com mo n school tducaiion. 

Henry C. has been married twice. His 
first marriage was contracted with Frances 
F. Leer, on October 9, 1S74. She died March 
3, 1876, There was one child by this mar- 
riage, a daughter, Kva Frisciila, who lived 
with her father alter he contracted his sec- 
ond marriaj^e, until she arrived at young wo- 
manhooil. when she contracted that dread 
disease, consumption. She died at the age 
of 19 years. 

On .'ipril 23, Henry C. John contracted his 
second marriage with Sarah J. Collins, with 
whom he is still living. Six children are 
the result of this marriage — five sons and 
one daughter. Three of the sons are dead. 
He is a blacksmith by trade and has been 
working at the business at Swayzee, Indiana, 
more than twenty-five years. He is also a 
fine musician, the violin being his favorite 
in.strument, though he is a good performer 
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Oil bund instruiuciUs. He has been honored 
with ofllces of trust and ahvay.s had the rep- 
utation of being an houL-st and conscientious 
officer. 

This man owns sonic property, whicli was 
accuniuhited, however, under very adverse 
circumstances a jjreat deal of sicknchs with 
himself and family has made life a iHirden to 
him rather than a blessini;. lie and his wife 
are members of ihe Christian Church and are 
battling with the problems t)f life as best 
they may in a Christian and trusting spirit. 



Lkwis a. Jims 

Lewis A.. si.Kth son of I^lca/.ar anil 
Sarah John, was born in Grant County, 
Indiana, on January 14, 1.S55. He j^rew to 
manhood and received a common school 
education. He is the largest one of the 
family, bis normal weight being 225 pounds. 
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He is the only son of the family who did 
not learn to he a mechanic, he heing a farmer 
hy occupation. On October 12, 1876, he 
was married to Miss Nancy K. Sallee. 
Five children are the result of this mar- 
riage — three sons and two daughters — 
namely: ICdgar h\, i)orn February 22. 1878. 
I.,eslie IC., born April 12, 1879, and died at 
the age of about two years. Charles C. 
was born September 28, iSSo. Anna May, 
the eldest daughter, was born August 26, 
1882. Golda Cf., the youngest daughter of 
Uewis atid Nancy John, was born January 
21, 1885, therefore is twenty years of age 
at this writing. It is to be noted that this 
family of children are more than ordinarily 
good and steady, and the absence of any- 
thing like flirtation and giddiness, that is 
so prevalent among young folks, is especially 
noticed. 
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I^uwis A. John, the subject of this skolch, 
has a peculiar ]>enLhant lor horses. I'nUkc 
any of his brothers, wlio care hut little ior 
them, he delights to talk horse and woik with 
thcni, and trade in them, and is never m) 
hapjiy as when he can ^et the he.st end oV 
the bargain in a horse-tratle. 

Lewis has accuniulateil a small competence 
and he an<l his j^ood wile live contentedl;, 
li)i;elher. They i»wn aiul leside <»n pioperly 
in the little town of Point Ihabel, drant 
County, Indiana. He does not make any 
pretensions to relij;ion, of any kind, though, 
happily, he is c>n the moral side oi the 
question. 



Juki* Ijicxton Joii.n 



The seventh and hist son of JClea/.ar and 
Sarah John, namely: Joel 15. John, was 
born ill Grant County, Indiana, .Nfay 7. 



Digitized by C^OOQII^. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JOKI. HKXTOX JOHN 



lol 



iS6i. Very early in life Joel IJ. foiiiul his 
life eniployineiU. He Wiis of an artistic tin n 
of miiitl, aiui fine paiiitinj^ and tlecoralinj; 
came natnrally to him, ^jj thai he is now 
one of the nio.^i aili^lic carria<i:e .jiaintcrs 
to he fonn<l anywhere. 

lie is also an a(c(»in])lishe(r vocal and 
instrumental musician and teacher. 

One incident in his early life is, jjcrhaps, 
worth relaiiuv;. It is this: that when a boy 
of ten yeais of a^e he shot at a wilil luikey 
in a" tail treetop with a ten-penny nail for 
a huHet and a match (or a ^j^un cap. and 
killed it. 

• He received a common school edncation 
and has put it to good use, as he is well 
informed on all the leading social and polit- 
ical topics of the day. 

Joel H. John was married to Nellie Hill 
of Marion, Indiana, on the 23rd ilay of 
November, i87iS. Two children were the 
result of this marriage, — a sou and daugh- 
ter, — Harley C. and T^'wie M. 
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After he was married he lived in Grant. 
County. Indiana, 21 years, when he emigra- 
ted with hi.^ family to Riverside, California, 
where they have resiiled since 1.S99. lie is 
doing well and prospering financially. He 
is not a professor of religion, but leads a 
strictly moral life. 



IlKTriK HlNKl.KV 

As the foregoing fifty-five pages have 
been devoted to the fifth generation from 
our first progenitor, Nicholas John, we will 
now proceed to give a statistical and bio- 
graphical sketch of the membership of the 
John family who belong to the sixth gen- 
eration. We regret that we cannot give a 
biographical sketch of Ai.i^ the members of 
this generation, owing to the fact that we 
failed to get answers to a great many of 
the circulars sent out. We will, however, 
do the best we can. 
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The first in line of birth, then, ol' the 
sixth Keneralion are the children of John 
John, as tlesciibeti on i>ii«^e 47 of this hook. 
And there is only ouu child in this raniil>' 
that we can ^e^- :^»y intV>rnialion of, asiile 
from mere statistics of births and deaths. 

Hettie John, the ninth chihl ot John and 
Nuncy John, was born near IMiilipsburg, 
Ohio, on July 2.5, i>i.52, conseciuently at this 
writing is s- years of ai;e. After she arrived 
at womanhood she contracted a marriage 
with William A. IJinkley, at Philii>sbur<;, 
Ohio. Two children were born unto them, 
namely: Cora May, (October 12, 1S71, and 
Oscar J., April 25, 1S75. 

Mrs. iJinkley has been a fanner's wife all 
her married life, till within the last few years, 
when they retired to the city with a compe- 
tence, to enjoy the fruits of hanl labor in the 
evening; of their lives. 
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They are both Chiisiiaiis, and arc niein- 
lK.rs of the Unilctl Jkclhrcn Church, and 
Rcpuhlicans in politics. 



l^YDiA Ckkackk 



The next in order of descent are the chil- 
<Uvn of l\>lly I.anvlis, who is dcsorihcvl imi 
l>a>;c 5(» of tills volume. Theie are ei^hl 
chihlrcn yet alive of this family, hnt we 
have only a limited hist<»ry of three of them, 
asiile from the mere statistics of births. 

The eldest oi' these three chihlren, Mrs. 
Lydia Creager, of North Manchester, Indi- 
ana, was horn in Montgomery Ct)unty, Ohio, 
on July 24. 1854. iVfttr attaining her 
majority she was united in marriage to 
Frank Creager. 

They have lived on a farm at North Man- 
chester, Indiana, for many years, and have 
l)cen ^iiite successful in their calling. 
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They have had three chihlreii horn unto 
them, as foHows: l*earl, horn Xoveniher 30, 
i«S77. Jessie, horn Oclohcr a, 1.SS2. Marie, 
horn January 2Ct, 1.^97. These chihlren 
are all living, hut we have no other par- 
ticulars of them. 

Lydia and her hushand are hoth Chris- 
tiaifs. and memhers of the Progressive Breth- 
ren Chureh. In ]»olitics they are Democrats. 



Sarah Miij.kk 

Mrs. Sarah Miller, the seventh child of 
Polly I.andis, was horn in IMiilipshurg, 
Ohio, Septeinhcr 15, 1S55. During her girl- 
hood days, she, with her parents, emigra- 
ted to the State of Indiana, where she 
grew to womanhood, and was married to 
ICsta Miller of Korlh Manchester. Indiana, 
where they still resitle. 
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Sarah is the luoilicr of six children, a!1 
living hut the slcoiuI one. Their names 
iire as h)lh)\vs: Millie, Ixirn I'^ehrnary, iSSo. 
Charles, horn in i.ssj, (tiead). Cas^ie. 
born Marcli. i.ss.|. iMank, horn March, 
iS86. Ruth, jjorn January, iS.S.s. Dorsey, 
born January, iSyo. 

This family have maile farniin}>^ their 
occupation nearly all their lives. They 
are honored nleInl)er^ o\ ihe Ciernian Hap- 
tisl Church. 



TuDA Hainkr 

We will now attemjit to j-ive a short hio- 
graphical sketch of the tenth child of l*olly 
Lamlis, whose name is Tntla* Ilainer. She 
was horn January 14, iiS6i. in Monti^oniery 
County, Ohio. IImv parents soon eniigra- 
t .1 to Wayne County, hnliana, where she 
grew to womanhood. She afterwards mar- 
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ried S. A. Ilainci , ami settled at Xew Sid- 
ney, Iiidiana. They have made rariniiig 
their life ein|)lo\ laeiit. 

Three children were the result of this 
luarriagt — Diie daiij^hter and two sons, as 
lollows: Bessie, luHii March 27, 1SS4. I<a> » 
born May 4, 1SS6. deorj-e, born September 
12. 1S95. 

This family have been .snccessful farm- 
ers, ami have laid by a com]>etence lor obi 

These people are Christians, and beloved 
members of the (lerman Haptist Chnrch. 
Their j)olitiral persuasion is ])iohibilion, 
and they are tryin>^ to make the world 
better bv their example. 



Ciiii.DKiCN oi- Makv Ann I,anijis 
Tlie next in rej^jular order of descent are 
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the children ot Mary Ann I/iiulis, which - 
it will be observcil by referring ti> pajie 59 
of this hook--coiisis.l«.d ot lourtceii chihhcn, 
eight of whtiin are yet li\ 111^4; hut we 
liave no details al h.iuil, except that they 
arc all inanieil and are raisinj; faniili^s 
to help populate the worUl. I,ydia» the 
youngest daughter, is living at Andrews, 
Indiana. 

The above are all the particulars that 
we can gather of this large and interest- 
ing family. 



Oi.iVKK John 



The next in the direct order of descent 
are the children of David Nl. John, whose 
record will be found on i^age 50. 

The eldest son, Oliver, was bom in Wuyne 
Counly, Indiana, near llagerstown, on 
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March 2.S, 1S42. Wlicii he was al)out ten 
years oJd hv eini,v;raieil wiih his parents tn 
Huntington Connly. luiliana. 

After he arrivc«l at ni.uihooil he was uni- 
ted in niarriaj^e ti) Sarah A. Zent, by 
whom he lias liati five cliihiren -three sons 
and two daughters, all living except the 
oldest son. Their naaie> a id date of births 
are' as follows: Mdwin M.. l»orii August 10, 
1.S63. Jennie M., lu)rn March iS, 1S63. 
Charles C, born October 24, 1S67. IClla A., 
boin November 2S, 1S72, and I). \V. John, 
Ihiiu July 7, 1S75. 

Oliver John is now a retired farmer and 
lives in Roanoke City, Indiana, owning a 
fiirm near that place of 1 5S acres, the result 
of economy, hard labor ami gooil manage- 
ment. This man is a Republican in pol- 
itics, but not particularly partisan in his 
views. He is a Chri.stian and a member 
of the United Hrclhren Church. 
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Jacoii \V. John 

Jacol) W. Julm. second sdii of David M. 
John, was born near Ha^irstovvn, Indiana, 
on December is. i.S|;^, C4)nsi(|nently is 6i 
yeais of ay»e at lliis \vritin^^ 

When yet a small l)oy his parents emi- 
^raled 14) llnniin^lon County, Indiana, 
where he ^lew to niaiduK)d, in the wihis t)l 
thai new, and, at that time, swampy, I'orlorn 
country, with llie usual privation^ incident 
to that ccnulition of tilings. Hut he nian- 
a>5ed to secure a fair educa^lion. ami when 
he arrive<l at manhood was already on the 
road to prosperity, and successfully over- 
came all the obstacles that threatened his 
onward march to a useful ami profitable 
life. 

In early manhood he was married to a 
most estimable young lady —Amanda Zent. 
Four chihlren were the result of this mar 
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riagc -two sons and two (laughters. The 
nuiiies utul dates of birth of Ills chiKlicii 
are as follows: William H. , horn May 26, 
1.S67. Krank II., born April 25, iS6y. Cora 
May, born J n lie iS. 1S71, and Adna John, 
horn April 14, JH79. Cora May died at the 
aj;e of 21 years. 

This mail is a Rej)nblican in politics and 
quite partisan in his views, the result of 
which has made him i|uite pojinlar in the 
ciiuiity in which h,; lives, havinj^ frei(uent- 
Jy been elected to very responsible positions 
in the county. 

He is well informtfd on all social ami 
historical subjects, a great reader, and is 
an all aroun I intelligent and useful man 
in the community. 

When he was a young man of 20 years he 
cnbsted in the army, from March 1, 1S64, to 
November 5, iS6.v lie was honorably dis- 
charged from Company IC, 47th kegiment, 
Indiana Volunteers. 
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After being disc'.iar^td !'n)ni the army lit: 
relunitd to his widowed iiiolliL-r, on the ohi 
homestead, an 1 on the 29lh day of April. kS66, 
lif was ni irrictl as ahove iiarraud. 

After having Iive«l with his wii'c in happy 
union 27 years, shj <lied. And in Xovcnil)er, 
1904, he was aj^ain nnited in niarria«^e, this 
time to a woman nameil Hridge. 

On January i, iS()i^ he retired from public 
ViW, ami is m>w hiokinj; aflei his own private 
interests, in which he lias been moderately 
successful — owning a }»«>od farm of 71 •.» acres 
adjoini!J>; the city of Roanoke, ami another 
of 1.S6 acres, three miles out from towr», 
hesides a good deal i>f other property in one 
shape and another. 

He has been a nicmber of the United lireth- 
reii Church for thirty years, having held all 
the ofllces therein that a lay member is eligi- 
ble to, and is loved and rcspecteil by all who 
know him. 
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Sakaii a. MvKks 

The eMest diuiglilcr oi' David M. John, 
Sarah A., was born Xovemher 12, i'S45, 
near IIaj;eistown, Indiana. When she was 
yet a yonnj^ Rirl, her parents emij^rated 
to Ilnntington Connty, Indiana, where she 
grew to womanhood. She attended the 
primitive schools of that new conntry, and 
seciireil a limited Cilucation for the short 
time in which she was permitted to attend, 
lor when but twelve * years, one nionth, 
and three days. old she was united in mar- 
riage to l^evi Myers, by whom she had seven 
children, three of whom died in childhood. 
The names and dates of births of those 
living are as follows: Mrs. Jeiniie lleiuler- 
son, who resides in l*o]>lar Hluff, Missouri, 
and has four children. Mrs. Cliesley Hone, 
resides in North Manchester, Indiana, she 
has no children. Clarence Myers, resi<les in 
North Manchester, iwul is not yet married, 
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and J. V. Myci,-. also sinj^lc, anU living 
willi his mother at rjl>cily Mills, Indiana. 
In the \vini«.*i . «)f iV^'4-.S li-'^ >t>nni; nian 
lame to California to \ i^it ll.t- country, and 
was employed in the Santa \'\- R. K. oll'ice 
in San iJc-rnaidino lie i^ a hrit;lit, intcl- 
lij^cnt yoiin)^ man of Ji y^ars of ai; *. 



Tiio.MAs J. John 

The seventh ohild of David M. John, 
namely: Thonjas J. John, was hoi n in Ilant- 
ington Counly, Indiana, on Ma^' ii, J.S53. 
Thomas received a fairly *;<;od education 
at the |»rimary schools in the neighborhood. 
At the uj^e of 21 years he was united in 
marriage to Alice C. Sivihart, and seltleil 
near North Manchester, Wabash County, 
Indiana. Three children are the residt of 
this marriage, namely: Ivtlith, born July 
-4» 1S77. Mabel, born Atigust 25, 1S79, 
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aiul lA'wis, borii July 15, iSSi. lulith, the 
ohlcst of llicse oliililieti, tlicd ill inlaiicy. 

Tlioiuas John is 4|inlc a l>\i.-.iiiL-ss man. 
I'osscssctl of ail unilaunlcil Clu^^tian charac- 
ter, makes him one ul the Icadinj; men in 
the community. lie is a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and also <lcals in live stock — buyinj^ 
and selling on the maikcl. 

Through goud cconi>my, and cli>^e attcn- 
litm to busiiKSs, he has accumulated tjuitc 
a competence in the shai)c of a good farm, 
we!! stocked, with all the condi^rls and con- 
veniences of a uell-brdcred homchlead. 

lie is also a politician (and we never 
knew a John that was not), but not partic- 
ularly partisan, but always votes the Repub- 
lican ticket, lie is also a. member of the 
Christian Church. 
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Cai.vin X. John 

The iicx't and youngest son ol I)jivi(l M. 
John, is Calvin X., who was burn Xoveni- 
her ly, iS3»s, in llnnlinj^lon Connly, lnd\ 
ana. After havini^ urcxivcd a common 
school cclucalion, and when aJ)oul 22 years 
ol* a^c, was married lu Ivetlie Ulrey, and 
settled in KoseMiisko County, Indiana, where 
he is \un\' livin^. 'Pnrce eiuhhen were 
horn to tins iinitni. All li\ ing at lliis ilaie. 
Their names an*' dales oT hirth are as 
roUows; IClhel !»., horn Jannary 14, 1SS1. 
Geraldinc M., horn July t», i^i^3, and 
AllH-rt N.» horn May (>, 1.^X5. 

Tliis man is a «;ood cili/en, ami loved 
and respected hy his neighbors. He is a 
farmer by occupation, anil stockman by pro- 
fession, anil has been m(»derately success- 
ful in his callini;. lie is a member of the 
Proj^rcssive Hrethren Church. 
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Nancv IC. 1Iai<\'i;v 



Till! next in ihc regular order of descent 
arc tlie children of Lewis U. JdIiu, who is 
nienticincd on i>a<;e 54. Tliere is only one 
child livinj; of this family — the eldest — 
Nancy Ivllen. The other tliree died while 
youn>?. 

Nancy E, was horn in Henry County, 
Indiana, on January ji. 1S5J. Alter she 
^rew to wonumhooil was married to Ran- 
dolph II. Harvey, hy whom she had two 
children: I'jnma, horn January 13. 1*^72, 
and Charles J.; horn May 24, iiS73. ICmma 
died on October 9, 1S92. at the aj^e of 20 
years, 8 months an<l 16 days. 

After marriage she emi«;rated with her 
husband to Seilgwick, Kansas, where they 
have since resided. This is all the infor- 
mation we can get of this family. 

The next in the regular oriler of descent 
wotild have been a desrriptii)n ol the chil- 
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(Ireii ol' Joseph Ji.)hii, hiil wc have no ^talis- 
tics other than those loiiinl on i»atje 6i of 
this vtiliune. 



Matt II-: Wat kins 

The next in the rej^nhir oriler of suoces- 
si«jii thai we have any hioj^iaphy of is 
M.iltie Waikins, ilan:j.hiei i>l iCli/.al»elli 
Ser»sler, who was the secoiul ilaughter cil 
James John. 

Matlie Ses>ler was horn in Ilotetuntl 
County, \'irginia, on July 12, iS()i. . When 
she grew to woinanhooil was united in mar- 
riage to a Mi. Waikins, ol Troulville, \'ir- 
ginia. We are not informeil whether she 
has raised a lainily or not. They aie in 
good Unancial circumslanecs, as are all her 
brothers aiul hir)lcrs, whose statistics will 
be found on page 63. l*rom what we can 
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learn of llicm lluv ai\- :ill Christians, and 
iii-lpini; to nial;u ihc woiM hciu-r. 

The- above ai^ all I he slali>iic^ \vc have 
1)1' all the ^rainK hildicn ot James John, 
except what is haind un pa^es ^>i to ().S. 



i'j.i:.\z.\k \\. John 

l'!lea/ai \\. John i.-> the t»Klesl >on of 
Ji)hn John, \vho>e hi^toiy is i;iven t»n pa^e 
<»S. l\!ea/.ar was Innn at Mi Donalil's Mills, 
\ ir.^inia. en An;^nsl .^. iSsh. in hi.*> hoy- 
hood ciavr. lie ueeiwd a lair edneatiun, anil 
when he arrived at \nanhoi>d was united 
in maniaj^e to Margaret Coon, by wluon he 
iiad seven children., ol whom one died in 
iniancy. 'JMk u names and dates ol births 
arc as follows: l>eweN' Iv, born April J7, 
1S.S4. Krank 1'.. born S.pteniber J7, i>^^^. 
Nancy M., born June 23, i>»S7. (iiilVith M., 
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bom March 2.5. iS -. i)\iu J., born Miirch 
7, 1S95. Ruth, born May !, 1S9S. 

After niarriagt- this man and family emi- 
Rraled to Lctton» Missouri, where they have 
since residevl. He is a bhicksniilh by em- 
ph>ynient and a minister of the Gospel by 
profession, and a mt:ml)er «>f the Dunkaid 
Church. A Democrat in politics, but not a 
politician. A blacksmitli by trade, as was 
his father and ^ramlfalher, and lie is now 
passinj^ it on down the line to his son Dcwey 
John. Let it be noticed, as we are passing, 
that a majority of the John family are arti- 
sans of some kind. 

Klea/ar is in ^ood circumstances financially 
and growing; up with the country and is des- 
tined to make his mark by makinjj the worlil 
l>etter by him havinj^ liveil in it. 

The statistics of the brothers and sisters of 
ICleazar will be found on pa^e 70. 
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JaMKS 15. JiillN 

We will now K^vc a brief description of the 
oltlcst sou of William John, as mciitioncil on 
pa^je 71, namely, James 15. J:>lin, who was 
born in Roanoke County, Vir^iinia, on De- 
cember 23, 1S56. While yet quite young he 
eniigrateil with his mother to Iluntiiigton 
County, Iniliana, to wheie his father had 
pieceiled I hem, and wiieie he has ever since 
resiiled. 

After receiving an education, and arriving 
at manhood, he was marrie<l to I,ecnia A. 
Kager. Two children aie the result of this 
marriage, namely, Alaiie, born June 25, 1S87, 
and J. Donald, born May jo, ^^^JS- 

Juuies 15. i.-> a clerk in a furniture house in 
Huntington, Indiana, and has been fairly 
successful financially. In politics he votes 
the Democratic ticket. 
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l'*i»N \ l'i..\sri:Ki:i< 

The ollii-r «-iiil»l (»! William John iKimcly. 
I\«lin. was l.i.i II in 11 iinlin'.;lon, I li'liaiKi, .iimI 
h:is»\« r siiiru i<r,hkil in ihiil lown. 

When .^hc iVMchctl \v<r.nanhi)»nl wa-* uniu<l 
ill luarriaj^c lo h'rank S. IMasUicr. Thi v 
Ikivc no tliihlicn. 



ClIAkl.MS k. ji UN 

Charles R. J(»hn, ilie ^nly ihil«i oi Wiliii.ni 
and Murlha J. John, w .i>> l)'»rn m li.tl pv :i l- 
eucc, (iranl County, Imliina. on Sv.j»uni 
her 27, i»S(»6, ami hved wiili liis paici'is nnlil 
iSiji, icnioviip^ with ihiin w hen ihi. y ranie 
It) Calilornia, siarlin^ honi Intle]K n«ience 
Scptemhei 7. i;ss^. Shortly aiur arrivin;^ 
in Uivcrsi*lc. Calilomia, he aj>}>reniiectl him- 
self at a weekly vva^e oT >3 in the printing 
nllice ol the Riverside X'alley 1a'1u>. a 
weekly paper. 
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III less llum lliicMj yeais he li:ul acqiiiic<l a 
fair know Iwilj^c ol ilie hiiMnt-ss. and was 
tirawin^ a salary ot ;;;is per wcfk, l he aver- 
age \)u'u\ at that lime lor rull-lKcl«;eil print- 
ers. The pri)prieb)rs of the ICcho soon 
iHiiighl ont the RiversiJe Daily l•le^s, ami 
continued the two papers. Charles worked 
in the Press oliiee tor al)»»ut five years. 

It was dnrini; his connection with ihe 
Puss ihal L*. comUil and won .\nna l{ilith 
l>e.*»t. danghlei oi James W. and Jane Com- 
stock Best, both reared in the Methoili-t 
faith, as well as iheir auce.^ltir.s as tar hack 
as memory i caches. 

Anna, the only daughter, the yinmj^ist 
of three children, wa> hiirn Aii>;nst 21, 
liSyj, on a faini alunil iwo miles east nf 
ijheily Mills. Wabash County, Imliana, her 
two brothers, Ualph \\\ and Uaymoml C. , 
being her scniois by 9 '^^^^^ 4 >cars, re- 
spectively. All three chiltlren finished their 
fducatioii at Depaiiw l-niversity, the bi^ys 
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^radiialinj; and Anna leaving fur a year*s 
vacation in Calilornia. intending to rciurn, 
i)nt made Monie rlian^c m her plans alter 
meeting the cuiv lu wlioin ^he aUtrvvanls 
plighletl her iroth. 

James \\\ lie.st, Anna's father, was of 
Scotcu-Jvnglish extraction, and was horn 
in Bracken Connty, Kentncky, in 1S30, and 
her mother, Jennie Comslock, was l);>rn 
n^ar IJn.^iol, Waynv Connly, t.)hii). in i»S,S3. 
They weie married October J3, iSf>j. 

After a conrtship beginning November, 
1S90, Charles R. John and Anna IC. Best 
were married 1 December 31, iSt;i, at the 
h'^irst Methodist IvpihCopal Church at River- 
side. California, by Dr. \V. A. Wiight, the 
weilding being ]>nblic. 

Tliree chihlien are still living that have 
been born as a result of this union: Dora 
Pauline, born November 6» 1S9J. IJUie 
Marguerite, born October 9, 1S95, and Clar- 
ence William, born April 4, iSi;;. 
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In Januaiy. iSt^^, C'lKiiIci aivii/tc-il u ^il- 
uatuiii . on ihe ki.lli-x. a weirkly |):ij)cT 
|mlilishe«l in River.-^i^k-. wlurc Ik- hocaiiic 
tiircnian at a salary of i>2i per week, hiu 
soon l>ecanie anxious lor Inrlher proi^ress, 
anil aller a couple of years a^ TorenKin 
l>ou^hl a liair inlere.sl in llie ]»a|»er tin 
which hi: was einploNed, l»ircomin.i; a part- 
ner ol' J. I*. Hannii^arinei on January i, 
iS»;s. \\\> pailneiship la>lcil Uu al»«uit a 
year ami a half, when a ilivisuni of ihe 
<»llice was nuole, Charles taking Ihe joh 
(lepaitnient. which lie con»lucle<l tor a lillle 
more than two years, making; a i;ootl liv- 
ing at the hiisiness. 

He allerwanls sohl hi.s oifice, antl ar»so- 
ciattil hiniseir wilh hi?> Kiu.-in. W. S. 
Collins, in the real e.sl;ile husinos. This 
vonlnre ])rove<l a veiy snccehslul one, the 
huihlin^ ol houses aiul sellinj; them on the 
installment plan heinj; their principal line 
o( husincss. His j)artnership lasted about 
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l\v.> yours, ciitliiiL^ ()jli)l)Lr 3, i^oi. A Her 
a sluMl partnership wilii [. \V. iricasun he 
(lecitlc'il li> c(ii»(lnel the luisiiicss iih)ne .niil 
met wilii a fair lueasuru <>l siiecxss. 

During the year ii)'>4 the siii>jecl <»l this 
sketch heeauie iiitere^ieil in the roriiiatioii 
ofaluiikal 15aiiain;^, Caliloniia, ami sub- 
scribed for a small Mock of its ^t*»ck, aiul 
was sueces.^uii lu iiKliivMiii; some i»l his Irieiuls 
to lake an iiuere.->l in the luulerlakiui;. At 
the lirsl me.lmv; uf slockhi>Uleis he was 
made a member ol the l).iaul c»l ilireclurs aiul 
was asked !»y I hem m assume I lie duties of 
llie cashiership, which he accepted and is 
filling al this wrilin;;. He owns considera- 
ble jiroperly in iJaiuiini;, as well as Riverside 
and other places, hut he considers Ikiuninj^ 
his home, and he with his himiiy has become 
lileiilified with the vaiu-d interests of the 
place. 
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I'A'cry litl- hiiM ciiihotlic*! in ils oluiiiictur 
thai whicli il llic l»io.i;iapliLi \\a» any 
iKiWLi <)t tkliiK-alinn can \u- j;ivcn >i> 
accuralcly llial tlit- pioluu- i^ inoix- i\al 
llian any llial can l»c !:iV:in wiih tlu- lani- 
i-ra. IJul an aoniau- j^cnpicUiu- cannc>i 
always lio i;iven tliat will l*c <.onn»linic)il- 
ary In ihe on«' wlui>c hitij^iapliy is buinj^ 
wriltcn. ll will l»c llu- wriui'^ |)inpc.>c lu 
i;ivi- lliis "^IvcUh a^ link- *.»»K»rin.L; as p.)^- 
siUlc. so thai ii nia> bo i\c(>i;niy.cil as a 
true piv'liivo l>y ihosc ului know hi in. 

CliaiU^ In. Ji.lni i.l>laincil whal lillK* 
ciliicati(»n he pusstsscs in llu- piihliu .schiiols 
of his native town, an'l alt« iwarcU whal he 
conhl i>ic'l: up aolinj^ in llu- cap:uity of 
**ikvil'* in the prinlinj; oiVici.-. lie con- 
stantly liils his own lnnilali»»n in the mai- 
ler of e(lucatit»n, and especially i.-i this U lu- 
when he is privile^^etl ihe association of 
men far his superiors with whom som-- 
tinios chance happens l»» throw him. llj 
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naUirally U ii s u» in.ikc the besl oT ihc sil- 
tiatiou, iiiu ijuiic (jliL-ii 11 iL-.->ulis tli'..i.>Uciu-ly, 
nuicli lo llic aiuur-jiiunl ai llu- Iir>Uncis ;»iul 
tlic huiiiiliation aiul clia.i;iiii oi hiuir^eli. 
Xo one icali/cs ilii.-» <krLc*i inon. ihaii lie 
(lues, an«l the k;hIv.i liuk- icali/xh ihc ainn)y- 
aiicc ail. I suite riii^ ii };ivc.s liiiii, lujl only, 
because i*! Iii-^ own iiiniuaiuns, l»ul bccan-u 
(»r llu' I'.iiUuiiKly 111 ia;!ws:..l by iho^r iu- 

ICaeli lil'- lias xunc pailionlai c li.naeieii.^- 
lic vvhicli makes ii tlilUiv-nt tVoai oUki 
lives. Cliarh.s is in a nu- isnie sclli.^li - 
Kives liiip.scir lot) much lliuu^u; tor hi^ 
own comloii ami convenience. Much as 
he liies lo kcc|) ihis m ine b.nk^roinnl, 
II iuij;lil liuly i»e .-^aiil lo be i*ne ot ihe 
tlomiiuilin;^ Uails ol his t h.iiaclei . Anolhci, 
ami yel unc akin lo lhi.-> - lor lH)lh aie olien 
coininned in ihe .^aiiic |)ci.*>on i> ihal ihcie 
exi.^ls ail elemenl ol" sUn^ine^r. in his make- 
up ihal is peihaps tuu- ol" ihe mosl ileUr>l- 
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al)lc aii<l lucaiicsl ir;iilr^ which he po.^.sc.-vscs. 
Ilis as.socialion uiih people ol all classes 
has lauj^hl him hc^w <kspicahle ihir^ re. illy 
is, ami hy a very i»aintul effoit iIum, Iod, 
he attempts t*j hiile. 

He is ill a measure res^iveil aiul is never 
fou«l ol" oonleiili*>ii. Ill* lacks Ihe force of 
character to stand up and fr^ht lor a j^iven 
principle where the •ahlr. are a:^:.iii>i him. 
Like loo many "weak spinel-^" he will not 
^el out in the hallle ot life ami wajj;e wai- 
farc again>l an evil where he is in the 
niinorily. In any husiness proposilii)n 
where a tliflerence of t>pinion ohlains and 
liot anil hitter words are spoken he will 
meet tliem with a >eemin.; c(u.lnes- or .'si- 
lence; ami while il mi^ht he said to his 
credit he will t'lnj^ive llu- one niakiiii; the 
hasty speech, hut will take adv*inta^e of 
what is said in makini; future plans in anv 
husiness undertakin;^ lor a closer alliance 
with those not ahU* to ctnitrol tongue (»r 
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leiupcr. Ami while this lalter ttlcmciU of 
his charaelcr uii^ht seem on the f.ice oi' ii 
hiudable. this spirit is not the kin<l that is 
iieeiled in the worUl t<j(lay; for it is the" 
spirit of anta^oni/.nii; :i wroiij;- - the princi- 
ple of takinj; a stand for what is !>elieveJ 
to be right, tlu>n*;h all the worhl o|)pose, 
that shouhl <U)nnnate in each life. 

The snhJLCl of this sketch has acquired 
some lilile ahiliiy in the art of money 
makiu}^, hut this is perhaps the easiest of 
any acquirement worth mentionin.i^. How 
little anil insignificant is the ability to 
make money compared with that required 
to write a poem like **Thanatopsis" or 
*'The Chambered Nautilus," or to be able 
to frame ihe lvni;lish lanj;ua';e into speech 
in such a manner as to inspire amonj; 
men a hi>;her aspiration for nobler, purer 
life, and the buililing of a strong Christ- 
ina character. 
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Charles K. is a luan slij;htly under the 
average in si/t? — weighs about 123 pounds, 
and is 5 feet 4 inclies in height. He is an 
Independent Republican in politics, and a 
member of the Methodist ICpiscopal Church, 
having joineil that organization when about 
10 years of age. 



Anna Main 

Anna, eldest daughter of David and 
Ivmma John, was born at Point Isabel, Orant 
County, Indiana, on August 9, ^^74- ^^he 
lived witii her parents until she was twenty- 
two years of age, when the most iniporianl 
event of her life came, and she was mar- 
ried to Robert J. Main, of Swayzee, Indiana, 
who owns and ot)erates a glass jar manu- 
factory in that place. He is highly con- 
nected, an«l is a man of ability ami 
worth. 
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Anna, during her girlhood days, acciuired 
a common school iiiid musical education, 
and she used her talents to practical benefit 
l)y serving as organist of the Methodist 
Church of the town in which she was 
raised. After marriage she, with her hus- 
band, removed to Swayzec, Indiana. 
Subsequently two children were born unto 
them. Tile eldest a son. Russell W., born 
Xovomber i6. iSv);. The second a son, 
Hcnjaniin h\. born Apiil 4, n>H.>. 

In the winter of 190^^4 Anna visited 
California with her sister in search of health 
and to visit friends. After remaining sev- 
eral months her health seemed to imj)rove 
very perceptibly, but after she relurneil to 
her home in Indiana she again went into 
a decline, and on (Jctober 25, 1904, after a 
lingering illness, baile farewell to her hus- 
band, chililren and friends, and passed over 
to try the lealities of the spiritual world. 
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A persoir.s viiliivs are scarcely ever valiieil 
at their proper worth until they have 
passed from us; ihCu we can see their 
goodness ami virtues as in a kaleidoscope. 
Not, how-eve r, that we then over-estimate 
them, hut we can then see them more as 
they really are, because self ami prejudice 
have then altogether been eliminated, and 
with broken hearts and streaming eyes we 
see their purity auil i;ov.Klness with a clearer 
vision. 

Anna did not only discharge the duties 
of a wife and mother merely, but worked 
with a loving heart for the good of others 
and for that intimate interest that is pro- 
duced by the union oi' love and duty, ller 
every action was in the way of justice and 
good fellowship toward all her friends and 
neighbors, ami they always received a kind 
consideration from her hands. She was 
brave and strong mentally, ami we hoped 
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for her return to licallh, but Trovideiice 
(lecrucil otherwise, ami it is a joy to her, ii»> 
doubt, lo 1>e at j)eace an<l rest. 

Hers hatl been a life of the most perfect 
devotion to her hn.si):in(rs ideals and efforts. 
If, in her girlhood days, or during her mar- 
ried lile, she evei luiil a selfish feeling, no 
Olio ever deteetetl it. 4\11 her thoughts 
were centered on making her fannlv ami 
liiemls happy, .iml the best way to make 
her love eltectiv*.* for wisdom and righteous- 
ness. No one outside of her immediale 
family can understand the intense desire of 
her heart for the good of others, and her 
deeds ui self-sacriUci* can be known only 
to tho.se who saw them from <lay to d:iy. 
Some day the world may understau<l such 
sacrifices belter. It will then know her as 
one of the best, noblest and most generous 
friends of our time. it will know her as 
one of the most loyal and most devoted of 
wives and mothers. What she did was al- 
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ways the IjcsI she coiiKl do. Wist:, devoted, 
sleadfasl, prudcnl, ].;ilieiil and just, every 
«(<><>d word ue can u^e was hers by right. 
The men and wcuien .ind children of the 
conini unity leel the loss, n<it al<*ne a^ one ol 
the most >;enerons helpers, hut (»r the near- 
est and dearest of iViemis. 

Anna was a loyal and true niemher of the 
Methodist I-lpiscopal Church, and used her 
kin«l iidlueiue in hiin-^in.; her sisUr antl oth- 
ers intti the same relaiionship ■ Iler little 
boys will n<it L^rget her Christian inlluenoc 
as they grow to manlnxul, and they will 
some day look up in reverie and say: 
Blessed mother. 



Pica u I. John 

The second daughter of David and Ivmma 
John, namely, IVaii John, was born at 
Point Isabel, (^irant County, Indiana, on 
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July 27, 1S77. She is liviiij^' wilh her par- 
ents ill singUi hies.sedne.ss, having been, as 
we suppose, a liule too pailicular, as a youn^ 
laily of her characUr and ability and worth 
is never kft desolate only from choice. 

We can say of Pearl that she is a ratlier 
stout and handsome youn^ lady, very liri^ht 
and intellij^ent, ha^ a gooii common schoid 
education, and possessed of «;nod business 
*l«ialilKs, auil h.is the al»ilily. no dv)ubi, to 
make any j;enllvinan happy who \vt»uld be 
the fortunate reci[)ient of her atfectiouh. 

Pearl, like all persons, has her lu)urs of 
clepressions and disci)nra>^ements -that her 
life is a failure. We jmaj^ine she often 
says mentally, *'I soar to no heights, I dig- 
to no tlepths; 1 have nothing btit dull 
mediocrity. Time is passing ami I have 
done nothing with my life; I do my daily 
routine of business, and it is always the 
same old grind." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC , 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i.;s 



PKAKM. JOIIX 



The iiianifd woman, no nialtcr how 
much she h>vcs )icr liushiind and children, 
often feels I hat she h.i^ hcconie the victim 
of dull routine, ami thai the piucious hoars 
are passinj4 and she is not j^etinjj; the most 
out of life. 

The unmarricil WDuian, on the other 
hand, .feels that iinle^^.^ she marries and 
raises a family she is nut Inllillin^ woman's 
hi^he.si vncai.ivin. \\\A there \i)U aie. 

Fortunately, however, these are only 
phases of emotion. "The woihl goes up and 
the world goes down, ami sunshine follows 
the rain,'* and such phages are gooil for 
us if they stir us u|) ami move us to fur- 
ther effort. 

(! nfortunately any loulini! work grows 
monotonous, ami nmst of woman's work is 
routine. The majoiily td them are called 
U]jon to do the Siime wiuk day in and day 
out. Is it any wonder, then, thai they 
Ktiiw discouraged and feel that they aie 
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not iiuikin;^ the iimsl ol themselves? Jhil 
some one iniisl <lo the sniiill lliiiij^s in life, 
they are cpiite as important a^ the larj;e 
ones. .If you know anylhinj^ about 1»ees 
you will know that ii i^ the every (lay lit- 
tle workin^j bee that j^athers the honey, 
not the <iueen hee. 

The gill who is tloin-ij well the work 
that conies before her, and that seems so 
nniinpoiiaut . is tU»ini; the i»ost woikufall. 
ami lUliu^i he! self nobly Km some ^leater 
task shoulil she ever be called upon. 

These lelleclions are not for IVarl only, 
and (|uite possibly tb> nut all apply to her, 
but any jjirl who happens to read this 
may gather some thoughts lor encouraj^e- 
ment. 

We will further say of iVarl that she is 
of a very andable and ijniet <lisposition. 
She is a member of the Ntetlmdist ICpiseo- 
pal Churoh, anil is lovetl and respecteil by 
all wht> know her for her idiaiitable anil 
pleasant dis|>osition. 
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I'criis, Uic yt)U!ij4csl ami only <,{ni ol 
David niul l-.uiina Jolui. was boiu in their 
nUl age in\ Ani^nsl li, 1.S95. C()nsc<incnllv 
is yti t<M) young lo iiisplay very many of 
his characteristics., yet it can be seen that 
lie, as other chihlren, i-. mil oi life ami ha.-"* a 
temlency to ilisplay his imiepemlence, which, 
however, may he ilu result sil'lKin:; a chiKl 
ot" their i»lil ajL;e an»l only son. ami he i>, no 
(touht, their petled one. 

Trained in the proper ch.mnel, hViris ir> 
destined to become an honor to I he lamily 
and a useful member oi si»ciely. lie is an 
apt scholar, as much by observation and 
keeping; his eyes ami ears open, as under 
the teacher's traininj^. 

Ferris, like all other boys ol today, i.^ 
about ten years older at the same aj^e than 
they were fd'iy years a^'O, ami he has much 
more libeity. It is to Ids creilit that, as a 
rule, he uses his opportunities sensibly, and 
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iilthouijh he i>. apt H) be a iiltlu lioislciniis 
ami to have a cx-rlain coiilenipl lor hiwr,, 
csj)ccially liis falhcr'.-> hiws, his enthusiasm 
is ifenuinc, and his methods are clear and 
above board. lie will run from his father, 
but will seldom lie to him when caught, 

The old ])eople continually tieplore the 
forwardness of the children of this ilay and 
generation. Sonic oUl maids have written 
bo4ik> abi)nl U. Hut *a.> >urc as shooting" 
the next generatii)n will be nune forward 
than the one that is now ciuning on. The 
American boy takes no step backward -he 
is increasing his lecord eveiy year. Ivduca- 
tion comes easier to him now than it ilid 
fifty years ago. Travel is open to him; the 
world seems smaller. All things aid him 
in this course. Inventions has made 
miracles tame and his powers of credulity 
are never stiainetl. h^en the thrilling three- 
ring circus scarcely caiises him to lift an 
evebrow. 
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The next peist)!! to olaiui our atlciitioii 
is Alva Neshitl, llu: ulikst son of Darius 
and Mary Aim Ntshill, \v1k»>.l* Ijioj^raphy 
is given on i»a<{e 93. 

Alva Neshilt was born in Grant County, 
(nciiana, on Septeniher 26, 1S67. As soon 
as he liecanie old enough ho was initiated int** 
the niyslciu-N o! larniiui;, ext^xpl in the 
winters when he allentleil the jiublic schools 
of the neighborhood, at'ler which he attended 
high school and received a coUcj^e tdn- 
cation. AUer completing his education he 
was united in marriage to Iwa Thompson, 
on December 22, iSSS. 

Four chihhen are thus Tar the lesuU of 
this union, nautely: Mabel, born (October 
6, 1SS9. Oenevieve, born May 7. iSi;i. 
I«ucilla, bom October ly, 1S95. and a 
younger chihl whose statistics are not at 
hand. 
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Alva is a man of considerable business 
ability and has already accumulated quite a 
litlle fortune — owning three or four hun- 
dred acres of a <^o<)d farm in one of the 
richest sections of (Jrant County, Indiana. 
Stock raising and selling is his principal 
forte, such as sheep, hcjgs and cattle, while 
his good wife attends to raising the chick- • 
ens, turkeys etc., also pailing the old 
bossies, aiul overseeing the liomesiic side 
of the house generally. 

Alva is one of those kind of men who is 
charitable, open-hearted and full of busi- 
ne.-^s, a great worker at common labor, | 

and a man of energy, pluck and endurance. 

The great majority of the wrecks of hu- 
manity are men who could not, i)r perhaps 
would not, humble their priile to common 
labor. There is no moie pitiable spectacle 
on earth than a man who is so weak as to 
acknowledge that he is uiuible to earn a 
living, provided, of c<»urse, that he is not a 
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cripple. The smecshrul men of tothiy are 
those who are willinj; to "buckle (hiwn to 
il/* no obstade is loo ^reat lor them to 
overcome. Th< y tlo iiol wail tor anybody 
lo tlo their work lor tlieni. no mailer what 
it is;. \i' it is lo be ilone, they do it them- 
selves. With tliesc men there is no ques- 
tion of lon^ luuiis or holidays; they are 
willing; lo ileny Ihemselves these things 
when Iheie is impi>iMnt work in hauil. 
The poorest man in town is someli les the 
j>roiulest vvheii it couies lo goin^ lo work. 
He is perfectly williuij to let his wife or 
any of his relatives do the *'providin^/' 
and he can always be on hand at meal 
time. 



Hknjamin !*\ Nksijitt 

The second son of Darius and Mary Ann 
Neshitt, namely. Uenjamin 1'., was also born 



Digitized by 



ioogle 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i:KNJAMIN K. NKSmTT 14.S 

in Cirant County, In<li:uia, on January y, 
1S70 lie allcniled the country schools of 
the neij^hborluKul until he l)ccanic far enough 
actvance<l in his stUilics to enter collcj^e. 
Alter sectirinj; a diploma, unlike his <»ltler 
brother, lie entered the professional field, 
and cliose the callinj^ of civil eni;ineering. 

After working; at that business a num- 
ber of years he became anxious lor further 
pi o*; less, anil e>lal»li>lud a steel. briil>;e 
manufactory at Vinceunvs, Indiana, in 
which business he is very successful. After 
bein>; thus established the most important 
event of his life tame, when he was united 
iu marriage to a young laily of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Henjamiu V. commands the respect and 
esteem of all who know him for integrity and 
honest and scjuaie dealing. He is also pos- 
sessed of an unusual amount of executive 
ability and fore-sightedness. How much 
the world owes to such men it is diiVtcnlt to 
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estimate, but ihey are never valued at their 
real wortli; we can scarcely overestiniale 
their value when we coin[>iile it in dollars 
antl cents. 

v It is fulile to lay down general laws lor 
the business man; folly to apply them to 
individuals. Vet the 'Mead line" herisy 
has been accepted as >jospel by so many 
people that it is worth following up. Un- 
iUuibletlly there is a deail line. Some men 
have already passed it al thirty; others 
never reach it till they follow the clergy- 
man feel first out of church. lint every 
man has crossed il when he feels that he 
knows his business and can depend on his 
knowledge. 

A young buMness man is naturally in 
touch with the new methods of trade as 
they come to him in these rapid times; but 
the oMer one who keeps up with them is 
his etjual ami his superior by the weight 
of his adde<l experience. It's what a man 
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is learniii;^ and iloiii^, not what he knows 
and lias done, that is the key to snccess 
The ability to see new conditions and to 
meet them is tile secret of a man's power 
in the world today. And so long as a 
man has thai ability, the years connt lor 
nothing;. Von can draw a dead line behind 
him, bnt yon can't catch and pnsh him 
4>ver it. 



I'^I.ORA \\. \Uii)\\S 

Flora Iv, the third child and only daugh- 
ter of Darins and Mary Ann Nesbitt, was 
born in Giant Connty, Indiana, on Novem- 
ber 19. 1S71. Dniin^ her girlhood days 
.slie attended the common schools of the 
neighborhoi)d and received a fair edncation. 
At the age ui twenty-five years she was 
nnited in marriage to Dr. C. N. Hrown of 
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l«'atriuo«inl, liulinna. Two children wcic 
the residl of this mania ^e. naiinjh-: ViiK*! 
and Francis. The lalUr clied al tiic a^e of 
.seven months and twenty-four days. 

After havin)4: lived with her h unhand in 
l^'airmotutt, Jndiana, over six years, she 
dieil, having conlracteil that dreacl disease, 
consumption. Her hu.^haiiil anil paients 
dill all that was possible for lur lelurn iu 
health. In ihe winter and >prinj; of nj..; she, 
with her j)arenls, visitetl IMnenix. Ari/cjna. 
lujpini; that the elimate wouhl have a sal 
utary effect and hiing relief, l»nl the ilisease 
hud too j^reat a hoKl on her, aiul after 
uhottt six months she went hack home and 
liiii»ereil about a year, when ileath relieve<l 
her of her sufferings. 

ICilith was one of tho.se amiahle, lovin*; 
kind of women that her neighbors loved to 
respect and honor. She was eyer iea<ly to 
[(JVC a helping hauil to those iu ueeii, and 
niauv are the charitable dcitls that she di<l. 
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She will lonj^ be rciiKinht'iecl ;is an obeJi- 
ent tlauj^htcr. a loving wife and a j^ood 
Hint her. Her ads of charily were minier- 
oiis, aiul Ihe recipients thereof will donbt- 
less rcnieniber Ik r as an unselfish, loving 
friend. Her little boy, if he lives, will 
cherish a life-long rcNpect and love for the 
only one in tlie worlil that he can look up 
to and truly say, niother. 

'fhc foll»»win>; parii^^niph is an extract 
from the "In Menioriani" at the time of 
her death: 

**She ilied just as life'-» journey touches 
noon^ with a never failing trust in Him 
who <loeth all things well, but with a long- 
ing to stay with us and help us. ami ripen 
like the gcdden grain in the full and rounded 
measure of man's alh)ttetl time. Vou have 
gone from us, but in the lessons that you 
taught you will still live on, and great will 
be the harvest from the precious truths vou 
have .sown. Oh. ICdilh. Ihiiv is no balm 
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for us but iu ihe memory of your loving 
words and Christian life: *I do not want to 
die; Vm not afraitl to go.* These were her 
words, and oh, we feel that you did not 
die, hut passed from earth and enteied into 
the joys of the Lord." 

She was a loyal and true member of the 
Christian Church,- and her Christian char- 
acter and inlluence for good will bear fruit 
long after the woild has forgotteil her. 



John L. Nkshitt 

John ly., the thirtl son of Dariirs an*l 
Mary Ann Nesbitt. was born in Grant 
County, Indiana, on May 2cS, 1.S75. He 
learned the art of farming while a boy, and 
attended the primary schools, ami when he 
arrived at young manhood entered college 
and graduated. When he returned home 
he was united in mariiage to ICsta Leisure 
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of Swayzei*. Indiana. He aficrwards moved 
to Indianapolis, Indiana, lie is now em- 
ployed in leachini^. also perfecting himself 
in civil engineerin>^, of which employment 
he will probably make his life work. 

John L.» like his older brothers, is full of 
encrj^y, and there is no obstacles over 
which he thinks he cannot climb, yet we 
all are liable to mistakes; fot instance, a 
t;iste for mallunialics is sometimes mistaken 
fiir a genins in civil engineering, which 
demands in its every step the exercise of a 
sound and level-headed judgment of affairs. 
No progress can be ma<le in the higher 
walks of this profession without that capac- 
ity to manage men, which is generally termed 
executive ability. 

livery year witncs.ses a material elevation 
of the e<lucational average of civil engineer- 
ing, and it seems merely a question of time 
when a civil engineer, especially in the rail- 
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road service, who has not ha<l the advantaj^e 
of a college education, or oi a thi>r:»u^h 
course in a technic.il school, will he ])racli- 
cally unknown. 

Let us place esi»ecial emphasis upon one 
qualification which will accomplish wondeis 
for the youni; engineer, and win hin\ prt)mo- 
lioii above men of nu»re hiilliant talent •-. 
This priceless qualilv is absolute and un- 
.•%wer.vin>; loyally U) his immediate >u peri(»r. 
I, ike charity, this will cover a multitude of 
shortcomings, and stand him in the seveiest 
emerjjencies. 

Aside fr«im this, the railioatl engineer 
must be a practical man if he would succeed 
in the railroad JieUl, and that ability, level- 
headed business judgment and sound * horse 
sense" are the cjualities which will deter- 
mine his success.' 
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Hl.MKK C. AND ICdi.AK D. N KSIUTT 

The next two hoys or Darius and Mary 
Ami Nesbitt are Ivlnier C. and ICcl<;ar !).» 
twins. They were hum in Orant County, 
Indiana, on May 3, 1.SS5, and are now just 
arriving al younj; manhood. They have 
been veiy laithful in allemlin^ the common 
schools of the neighborhood dnrinj; tlie 
winter months and w»>rkin); dii iheir faihei's 
larm during the summers, devel^iping the 
physical sule of I heir nature. 

These two boys arc models of **Vouuij^ 
America/* honest, moral, upright, just, 
truthful anil conscienctous to a markeil 
clegret; always, when possible, working 
together, seeming to love each other's soci- 
ety better because ot their being twins. 
Ihit their similarity does not stop there; 
their features are very similar, the writer 
having had the pleasure of their society 
for nearly a month and yet was not able 
to distin**nish one iViun tlu- cither. 
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These two boys, like their older broth- 
ers, will receive a college eilucaiioii, and 
will return with their <lij>lonias. ready to 
fight life's battles in an intelligent way. 
luider the more favorable conditions that 
prevail today, boys are not compelled to 
commence their life work at so early an 
age as were the boys of a generation ago, 
aiitl so have more years of school behind 
them. 

Whetlier our present-day system of edu- 
cation is an improvement upon that taught 
forty years ago, in the little log school- 
lioii.se, is a debatable question. The grad- 
uate of today has a little knowledge of a 
great many things, but is usually lacking 
ill the common rules that are absolutely 
necessary to be well learne<l and thoroughly 
understood if he would be successful in a 
Inisiness calling. 

Tire boy of forty years ago w^as not per- 
mitted to forget his rules. The wDrk cf 
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incntal and higher aritliniclio was so tlrillt-cl 
into him ami luailc <*{ such j;rcal inipor- 
lance tlial whvii \^^' l»c-*»an ihe l.atllc- of lik-, 
even at a IcikKt ai;L-» he was proviiic-d with 
a iV»tui<l'itit»n \\\tu\i which he conhi huihl. 
Vcl the \}uy (»r t(»tla\ ami we Ij^.ys ol a 
^eneralit)n a;^«» are alike in lhi^»: in having 
ani|>le c)ji|a»rinnilies I'or seir-eilncali(»n. lie 
who cfinsideis thai his days for edncalion 
are emlcil when he p.i.vscs *>nl oi scIukjI 
has already siarlevl on ihe roail lt> failure; 
what little he has learneil will ><»on lly 
iVoni him. IJui he wln» oniinues lo pri/.e 
his hooks, and .i;oes on with his study, 
ainiiu'^ for a definite and distinct ]Mir|)ose, 
will, as the years roll on, liml himself able 
to meet all ci-»ni|)etition in his own idiosen. 
line. 

The younj; nian who starts out in husi- 
ness must not overlook the little and seem- 
ingly trivial thiuj^s, iur lhe\ aie the very 
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essentials lluil Ie;ul to advanceiuciit. They 
seem so trivial thai they make ua iiuprcs- 
sioii at the lime, but wlien one looks hack 
in alter years, he seLS that hi> steps were 
turned by some trilling ihiuij, ju^l as a lit- 
tle pebble just at ihe rii'ht spot ikciiks the 
rourse of a river. 

The object in writinj^ the a!>ove is to 
show that a ^ot»il educatitin, intellii^enlly 
hatitlli-d, wdl pay in tbillars anil cents; a 
yinin^; man is nieasuied by his intelligence, 
an<l now, as in every year since the world 
bc^an, ''Knowledge is l*i)wer/' 



VkKI.IN S. XliSUITT 

The. seventh and youngest eliild of Darius 
and Mary Ann Nesbitt, namely. X'erlin S., 
was born in (*ranl County, Indiana, nu 
December 2r, iS^c*. 
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Vcrliii is in>\v iitlciulin^ the common 
scliocils of the neij;hhorhoo(l, and will, no 
(lonbt, like his hr«>tliers, leeeive a c«jlle^e 
eclncati(;n. lie is a smart, iniellii;ent boy, 
and the pet ol tiu- la mil y. 

Two of the firsl thiiij»s we sht)nlcl remem- 
ber abont \'erlin are his frankness and 
honesty. It is the inestimable valne of the>»e 
very (jnalilies — the (inalilies of innocence, of 
faiih, of iiMirulcnce. ol hi?;!! hi»nesiy. Thchc 
are qnaliti«.s which, in linman character, aic 
worth all the wisdom of the world. They 
are the qnulities which in spite ot itself keeps 
I he worltl yonn)^. 

Verlin comes into the activities of the 
world fresh from his mother*.s knee. The 
Uord's Prayer is, perhaps, fresh in his min<l. 
his molhei taiij;ht it to him. The story of 
Washington and the cherry tree is still in 
his heart, his mother tanght that to him. 
A beantifnl honor controls all his actions. 
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his mother lauj^lil him ihul hoiu)r. The 
coiifKlciue llial (hhI is just and that surrcss 
is surely his ii he will l)ui ^lo rii^ht hcaulillcs 
all his actious. il is the inihicnce of a 
mother's love and liat hiiii;. 



iii.ANCui: John 

TIr* next in the re«;u!ar onler oT desienl 
are the ehihlren o\' John \'. J<»hn, who is 
described on pai;e 1)5. Illaiiche, the oKlest 
child and only daui;ht«'r. was hnm in (iranl 
County, Indiana, on Decemher 4. iSso. 
She received a common schot)! education, 
hut is ratiier better educated than nu>sl 
common school stutlenls, owin»^ to the fact 
that she is smart, alert, «|uick-wilted ami 
full of practical business. 

IManche. like all other K^rls, has her 
(lark ami 'gloomy days, but she reali/.es 
that every cloud has a silver lining, and 
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instead of moping as some do» she looks 
forward to ''a brighter clay a-coniinj^." 

She is still livinj^ in single blessedness 
with her parents, and hut lor the fact that 
she is holding her ideal a little too high 
she might have had. a nice home of her 
own, — many aie the surrounding farmer boys 
who would be pn>ud to be the recipients 
of her atfections it she wotdd >\\o\\ them 
adciiuate encouragement. As it is, Hlanche 
will probably pull through life alone, unless, 
indeed, she should emigrate to California 
and lower her ll.ig to half-mast, — then she 
would soon have an army of admirers 
arotind her. because she is naturally attrac- 
tive, well-informed on almost any subject, 
and has the general bearing that most well- 
bred young men admire in a lady. 

Hlaiiche's most prominent trait of char- 
acter is her kindness. And if we all would 
see the point and exhibit more kindne.ss 
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to others, — ami now I mean cuininounlace, 
inexpensive kindness, r-wc cannot imagine 
how much of the weariness of lile woulil 
disappear. l\ven a shake of the liand or 
a frienclly j^reelinjij will cheer the ti on bled 
soul on life's dreary way. Take trouble 
to render little services ; great ones may 
never appear, and if they did, yon w*onhl, 
perhaps. iu>t he able to render them. It 
is the little kinvlnesses that semis a peison 
on his way rejoicing. lh>th the ^iver aiul 
the recipient arc blessed by the act. And the 
day is coming when these Uiodest and 
nameless deeds of kindness shall all be 
written to our credit before anj;els and men. 
for behold the traveler to whom we gave 
our cuii of cold water is now Judge 
upon the throne, for inasnmch as we did 
it to the least of these we did it unto 
Christ. 
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RAf.iMi John 

The second child aiul only son of John 
W John, namely, Ralph, was hoiii in (fiant 
Connly. Indiana, (tn NTay 31, i.Siy). 

Muster Rali>h is a live, wide-awake hoy; 
full of fnn and very ohservant. and his 
well-hein^ in the lulnre will only he envi- 
roned liy his circniusiancos. Ili: is atlend- 
ini; the schinds 01* the ncij^hhoihond. and 
will, no donhl, make a nselid citizen. 

Ralph is jnst mer^in^ into yonni; man- 
hood, and lakes the place of the hired man 
on the farm. 

He is very sophistical — takes things as 
they are withont mnrmnrinj; or complain- 
inj; and has a knack for hrinj^inj; them 
nronnd to his own a<lvanta«^e. He is al.so 
very motlest in his heariii>»» and dignified 
in his demeanor, one wonld not think him 
**one of the hoys" tin less well acqnainted 
with him iJodesty, however, is a virtue 
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that we all should be proud to possess, but 
unfortunately, like some other things we 
can be so extremely modest as to cast a 
gloom on our* friends and make our own 
lives wretched. There is a happy medium 
to l>e observed in modesty as well as dignity, 
which latter is the manliness of a man 
rightly balanced. 



KvA PuisciM.A John 

The next in the regular order of succes- 
sion are the children of Henry C. John, 
who is described on page 96. 

Eva P., who was the danghter and only 
child of Henry C John by his first wife* was 
born in Grant County, Indiana, on Cctober 
9, 1874. WMien she was a year and li half 
old her mother died. Two years afterward 
her father was married a second time, and 
Kva V. had a stepmother, with whom she 
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1ive<l till yonn^ womanhood, when she con- 
tracte<l that dread disease, consumption, 
and died at the a^^e of 19 years. She was 
noted for her hrij»;ht, sunny, genial ancl 
lively disposition, un<l made friends where- 
ever she went. She never knew a gloomy 
day while health was good, and her friends 
were numbered hy the score Friendship, 
cheerfulness and geniality were hers by 
nature, and even when the disease was prey- 
ing upon her vitality she did not cease to be 
cheerful until too weak to exhibit her real 
nature, when death came and relieved her 
of suffering. 

We should take an example from her 
bright and cheerfnl disposition. How much 
brighter would the world be to us and 
those around us if we would all exhibit 
more cheerfulness? 

Many are the gloomy days of hfe, — they 
aie. perhaps, inevitable and irrevocable, 



Digitized by VjOOQ li^ -. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



u»\ 



KVA P. JOHX 



1 



but one has a shrewd idea that life couhl 
he made much easier if every one of us 
bethought himself of his ueij^hbor, and do 
his little part to cheer hiui on his road. 
It is a noticeable fact that life's sorrows 
do not always arise from the crushing 
weight of one or two heavy afilictions, 
but from the hardness, or thoughilesness, 
or want of kindness and cheerfulness from 
our fellow men. 

Cheerfulness is also aii antidote for many 
ot the ills of lite— has a tendency to make 
us well. It also drives dull care away 
and makes life worth living. It is hartl to 
estimate the value of cheerfulness. We 
cannot possibly lose anything by display- 
ing a <lisposition of being cheerful, for 
whatsoever a man soweth that also shall 
he reap. 
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Cakxik L. Stewart 

The eldest child of Henry C. John by 
his second wife, namely, Cariic L.. was born 
in Grant Connty, Indiana, on Febrnary n, 
1H79. She ^rew to womanhood and recieved 
a j^ood common scliool edncation, and 
when at the a^e of 22 years was united in 
marriage to Leon Stewart on July 6, ujoi. 
Tw4> children were born to them, (Hliel V., 
born May, \\n)2, aiul Kewell R., born in 
August, 1903. 

On January 22, i9<'5, at the age of twenty- 
five years, eleven months and eleven days, 
Carrie L. departeil this life after a linger- 
ing illness of several months. 

In her death two small children are be- 
reft of a mother's love and care, and the 
husband of the presence and companionship 
of a loving wife. 

Her father and mother, thiee brothers and 
a large circle of relatives an«l friends are 
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Itlt lo mourn llie loss ot one tlicy loved. Imt 
not as those vvlit) have no hoj.e. because 
they expect to meet her a»;ain in thai haven 
of rest wliere tliere will he ntj more ])artinj;. 
Carrie was an ohediciit believer in Christ 
and His W'ortl and lesls in the us?>urancc of 
His promises. 

Death to the ordinary mortal is the great- 
est of all calamities. It is looked upon as 
the llarkne^s ui the hilnre -the endless and 
depthless abys^, into which all that are living 
will be as nothing. Hut with those who 
have a hope in Christ, death is only the gale- 
way to another lile» a life far more brilliant, 
far moie intense.— a life more lull of life 
than this. 

Let U.S all be reminded by Carrie's death 
that our places will soon be vacant here. 
May they not be eternally vacant there. Let 
us all begin a heavenly liie here, that we 
may continue it theie, and become the par- 
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takers of its joys ami cfvcr eiKliirinj; bless- 
edness. 



Okkkn Vkstal JlHlN 

The third chil<l and t)hlesl st)n of Henry 
C. John, iKunely, Orren V., was burn in 
( I rant Connty, Indiana, on Jnne 23, iSSo. 
Dnrinj; his l»i>ylu)od days he was one of 
the leading schixdhoyh of the town ot 
Swayy.ee, Indiana, leailinj; in all the sports 
of the playijronnd, as well as in his class; 
thereby receiving a good common-school 
education. 

After arriving at his majority he was em- 
ployetl as druggist clerk in the same town, 
and is now followitig that business in the 
city of Marion, Indiana. During tlie years 
1903-4 he lived in Riversiile, California, 
and was employed at the same business 
there. 
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Orren V. is a large, haiulsoinc aiul mus- 
cular lellow. well calcuhtteil to battle with 
the practicable ]ir(>blem?i of lite. He has a 
scientific turn of niintl, and ajipear^ to be 
in his element when searching out some 
|iroblem tliat is beyon«l the reach of 
ortlinary men. He is also a good musi- 
cian, the band horn being his favorite 
instrununl. 

This Uian's e!lu-ienc> ah a drugj^'isl anil 
chemist is acknowledgeil, ami he will, no 
doubt, make that his life employment. If 
he wotild be successful as a druggist there 
is one essential (juality thai must be cul- 
tivated, and that is tact. A man niusi 
possess the faculty id winning the confnlenci- 
of other men, and ot making them his 
friends, if he would lie succe.>sful in any 
walk of life. This faculty or gift is born 
with some j)eoi>le, in others it is ac(|uired. 
Tact is saying ami doing the right thing, 
at the right time, to the right person. 
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Tact prevents hluiuleis that would make 
enemies, but does not necessarily make 
friends. Tact is ilie lorn), but the feeling 
lies deeper down. To make friends, tact, 
inilecil, must be i)resent, but the heart only 
can tie the knot of friendship. 

To such a y)unj^ mm starting in busi- 
ness, success is just around the coiner. 
In .1 few years ai mo.-^t she will be over- 
taken; then comes ea.-»e and luxuiyl The 
great majority ol those m the race how- 
ever, never catch a glimpse of her, and 
the ones who l.ig farthest behind are those 
whose manners are so cold and forbidding 
that the men who could and would have 
helped them, relused. perhaps at the crit- 
ical moment, from saying the word, ^>r doing 
the thing, that would have helpeil them. 

livery young man who starls out in busi- 
ness with the competition of life arouiul 
him should dig ileep down into his own 
.soul and learn ju^t what his ca])acily is lo 
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will the good will of other men. He should 
be ahsolutely honest with hiinsclf, listening 
to no Howery lale, l>nt facing the truth 
fearlessly. 



ICakl C. John 

The seeoiul r»on o( IK-nry C. Jtdiu, I%arl 
C, was horn in (Jiant County, Indiana, on 
rV'bruary 23. 1SS4, and diud on An>^ust 4. 



Wn.i.iAM C. John 

William C. John, third son of Henry C. 
John, was horn in Grant County, Imliana, 
on September 30, 1SS6. 

He has attendeii all the schools at Sway- 
zee, Indiana, ever since he has been old 
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euou^jh, :in<l luis acciuiicd ii fine coinniou 
school education It can he irullitully said 
of him that he i-. a bright, sensible y(»un.i; 
man, and ipiitc talkative in his manner, but 
not inii»vrlinent, but interesting. He is an 
apt scholar, a!id (juite a j^enius, -a fertile 
brain that lan:-;lis at obstacles. He is calcn- 
laieil l»i make a success of life if his abilities 
are directe<l in the lii^ht chaiinels. It is not 
iieail\ developed vel what his liie emub))"- 
nient will be, biu whatever it is, he will 
never trust to luck, or chance, or fortune's 
favors for success, he has loo much energy 
ami self-reliance lor that. For win what 
position you niay by luck or fortune, you 
cannot hold it except by capacity and ener>;y. 
In the keen competition of life a man's claims 
are atljusted, sooner or later, upon the 
basis of what he actually is. A ^reat oppor- 
tunity, theiefiMc. is w<»rth t«» him exactly 
what his abilities have eii.ibUd him to make 
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of it. Aurl the only irue iiulex of his suc- 
cess is the- (jualily of liis work, sliiuipcil 
with hoiKS'y and coinpLtciiey. The iiohk* 
younj^ mtni tjepcnds for his position in life 
on something which is a i>art of liiniself, 
not upon oulsiile circumstances. l*ut your 
strenj^th into the Duixc, i^ your work, ami 
the cpie^lion ol stal^ility and s^u;ce">r> will 
settle itseli. 

This ui w Cviitniy bIinJ;^ to youn;.; men 
unusual opportunities for successful careers, 
and he will find novates closed across his 
path if he has conscientiously trained his 
head anil his hand. 

It is easy to do what one is absolute 
master of. "A ^oo<l chaiacler, ^oocl habits, 
an<l iron industry, are impregnable to the 
assaults of all the ill luck that fools ever 
dreamed t»f." 
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Haij.iu R. John 

The fifth cliihl of lliis fiiiuily, namely, 
llullic R. Ji)hn, Wiis ])ijiii in (nant County, 
Indiana, on February i, i«S93. and ilied 
March iS, iSyi). 



CKVDIC C. Ji>HN 

. Clyilc C. the youni^esi chihl ol this tani- 
ily, was also horn in (irant Ct)unly. Indiana, 
<Mi Septendier 2, iiSt;^). Nothing*; can he said 
of him, as his characteristics liave not yet 
been devehiped, except that he appears to 
l>e a bright little fellow, and will, no doubt, 
develop into a man of some worth 



Hin.Ak h'kANK John 
The next in the remdnr order of descent 
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are ilie chiUlivii ei Kl-\vi< A. John, wlio is 
(lcscribc<l on ])a<;c g.s. 

ICcIgar F. was born al Point Isal»L*l, (iranl 
Counl}', Indiana, on I'Vl»riiary 22. 187S. 
Dlirinj; his linyhood days he alUndcd the 
coninion schools al l*oin« Isahci, and rccci veil 
a fairly go(vi edncation. Soon nflcr atlain- 
inj» lo nianliood hu was nniied in niarriaj^c 
to a ..liss Miller, iR-ar Indipcndentr, Indiana. 

h^rank is a *Ai^'^i\ wi*ikir on ihc farm, 
wi)rks early and late, never spindin^ an 
idle honr. I/izincss is not one oi his char- 
ailerislics! He is also note<l for heinj; a 
teetotaller never havin>c lasted inlCiXicants 
in his life; thereby setting a ^ooil exaniph.' 
to his family and assocriates. He is desline<l 
to make his mark in the world, antl it will 
iindf>ubtedly be better becanr^e of his stanneh 
moral principles. 

Frank says that if by him jibstainini; 
will sjive even cnje persi>n from a drunk- 
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arcl\s ^r;ivc, he will be amply rcpai«l lor 
Ikmuj^ :i lcini>ciaiicv man. 

Temperance is dik oi* the m«»si nol»le 
characterislicrs we can possess, and Frank 
knows by observation ami close e4)nlacl thai 
intemperance is the most ileadly enemy we 
can have. It has broui^ht more men lo 
ruin a nil more wives and childie!i to the 
verc^e of starvation than all the famines the 
woiM ever knew, ll robs ihc honu- tU an 
otherwise i;()v)il talher, and i»nls a demon 
on llu- throne where a!i anv;el slu>nld rei^n. 
It not only r4d)s the nnjlher and children 
of the comforts of life, bnt lakes away the 
necessities. It robs the father of n»)t only 
his money, but of his j;ood name and siand- 
inj; in society. It makes demons of angels, 
and paupers of the wealthy. It losters iille- 
ness, unci cncoiiraj»es gambling. It laughs 
at honesty, and puts dishonesty at a pre- 
mium. It lifts the veil to rascality, and 
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puts it to the front. It cU>ii(ls the pcrctp- 
tions and ilull^ the intclk-rt. It promises 
happiness, hut tlclivers us misery. .t ju>i- 
.sons the brain, and promotes disease. It 
promises life, hut ^ives ns *leath. 

"He not amonj^ winebihbers; amonj( riot- 
ous eaters of llesh: for the drunk a rd and 
the glutton shall come to poverty: and 
ilr(»wsiness shall rlothc a man with ra^s. 
And al the last it bileih like a m r]Knt, 
aiul slini;elh like an adder." 



I^KSi.iK Iv- John 

lAslie IC, the second son of Lewis .A. 
John was born at l*oint Isabel, Iiuliana, 
Oil April 12, 1N76, and died when tyvo 
years of aj^e. 
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CnAki.iK C John 

The lliinl xiu. Charlie C, was hoiii in 
(ir:int County. Imiianii. on Sc|)lenil>er jS.. 
iJSSo. His education wms confined lo ihc 
common sch(»ols of the nci<(hhorhot»d. 
Charlie is a wide-awake younj^; man. very 
industrious, and is nt»i afraid ol the com- 
mon hihor of the firm. He. like his older 
brother, is .ilso a pivjlnhiiioni^t in principle. 
His characteristic is indu>try. He would 
he lost had he n )t soniethin*^ lo occu}>y 
his mind and muscle. Ivvery youn<( man 
is not industri<»us: comparatively few arc 
built that way. Charlie, however, is au 
exception, and indusiry'is written upon every 
feature and action i)f his life. 

Industry is one of the j;realest Umccs in ihe 
community. The elements ot industry ena- 
liles a man starting with little n\ n(» (M}>ital 
to build up a great fortune; they are of that 
practical an<I stnidv sort who aic foslen-d 
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aiul dcv'clopLcl bs' hard kmx^k.s and grave 
obstacles unlil by llic lime the man has 
achieved wealth he has also allained the 
ability to nse it to the be.->i i»ra(lical 
advantage. 

I/tving for today an<l letting the luture 
take care of ttseli is one of the most ( i>mmon 
causes ol" faihire. A young man should 
learn to live wiiliin his means, and try anil 
lay by sonielliing Inr "a lainy day.'" 

Intlusliy \vilh*)nl the ability oi iurlina- 
lion to save what he earns is useless. An<l 
to see how the av<.rage young man wastes 
both his time and money is appallingi I,el 
indu.stry and gooil ju«lgment play in each 
other's hand ami the man is sure to win. 
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Anna \[ vv Hii.r.okK 

Anna Mav. llu- fourth cliilil. ;in<l r•I<lcr^t 
rlauj^litcr ol Kcwis A. |«»hi». was Ixirn near 
Point I'^ahel, (iranl Cntuily. Imliana, on 
An*4U<l '2(\ iSSj. SIk rttvivi'd a coninion 
school ednctition. Hi'lpiny: her mother in 
the ihinieslic duties ol the liousrhohl vvari 
h<*r deli^lil ontsiMe of school lionrs. There 
is n*»tliini; lii;hl or irivuhm*^ al»»»ut her 
makeup, an«l sht* is «»f a verv (juiei and even 
4lisf»ositi*>n. 

After she arrived at womanhood sh«* was 
iitiiled in niarriai»e to Austin Kili^on*. oi 
Swavzee, Indiana. 'l\vt» ohihlr«n are llins far 
the result of this marriajLi". namely: Van, 
and Ivan. — Tlnir ftill nanus are not at 
hand. 

Anna's <|niet and even disposition wouhl 
snj^^est the alulitv to he a «»ood wife and 
mother, and her two ehildren will realize. 
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nc» ilotihl, as ihcy j»n>\v oMlm, lliat she is 
llu-ir very best earthly liicnd. 

SoijR*liim:s, however, a womair.s hie, tie- 
Njiite her <Iesire Uj he a j;c')0(l and true wife 
aii<l molher. is haiulu.appeil by the demainl.-, 
and exactions (»t her hu^l)an(l. These aie 
the limes wh^u she funis that he expects 
iier It) he a 1(1 nb ami a biitlerily, a com- 
panion ami a ccxik, an ec(»n()niisl ami a 
LiNliion plal« . "a clinv;in.;.'. vine, anil a liuvcr 
of slrenv;lh.** all at the same lime. Almgsi 
every woman can ami does fdl one ol these 
roles acceptably, and il her hnsbund could 
be satisfied with mie chanh ot' viiine she 
could make marrieil life intervslin^ enoni;h 
for him. but when he ilemauils the whole 
caleju)ry of charms and virtues all in one 
pers«)n, she necessarily fails. 

It is when she contemplates his demands 
that she feels that she wouhl like to divitle 
her job. and that lo really make marrie<l 
life thrilling; to a man would rc(|uire two 
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wives, one lo hel]) llie liiisbiiiul make his 
money, and llu' ollic. to spend il. One to 
toil and make him com fort ahle and take 
care of the children, the other to always 
keep yonn)^ and fresh and heanli(nl for 
him to admire. 

lint it is natntal antl human for a m^n 
tt) want ihf earth, and no one need be sur- 
prised at liim lUsirin^ to he married t«» 
rt woman who will makf hun a cv>mfortahIe 
home, who will he a j;ood motl\t r to his 
children, and who will always he an enter- 
taining; tomjKinion, and retain all the tracts 
aii<! good looks of yonth. 

Hut before a man demands all this ol 
his wMfe he ou.v;ht, in cionmon homsiy. to 
ask himself if he is payinj» the price for 
all ot this snperioi line of attractions, and 
if it is not as much his fault as hers that 
she does not possess some of the charms 
he admires. Hut where the husband has 
the good sense and gootl principle as has 
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(ioij).\ (i. John 

Tlic yoiniijLSl ihtii>;liUr i)i Iawis A. and 
Nancy John, was Ihmu near I*uiiit I>ahcl, 
(fiant County, Indiana, on January 21, 
1^485. Shu is a puitly young huly, hand- 
sonic. suiarl, intcllij;cnl, anil a gciod musi- 
cian for liic chance she has had She is 
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Mr. Kilj»(ne, to ileniand mdy what is rea- 
sonable from his wd'e,- - where he admires 
her for her railhtulm.^s. and loyally, and 
ilevotion, insteail ol critieisini; her n»r not 
being dashini;. and willy, an<l iVdly. -mar- 
ried life is never dull, no matter hcAV poor 
people aie, m how h:*nl Tney have lo w*nk. 
It is only d\ill when a man expects his 
wile to be a v:.ari- horse, and lo pull mi»re 
than h.dl id* ilic lamiiy IvMil, and yei, al 
fhe same lin»e, to be as will j^u»Muu-il ami 
as high spirited as a racc-hia>.e. 
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always round doing something lo make 
herself useful, and is the pel ni I he family. 

It should be noted that she is nK>ie than 
ordinarily good and steaily, and the absence 
of anything like llirlalion ami giddiness, 
that is so prevalent anuiUg young people, 
is especially noticed. 

During her girlhot)tl tiays she received a 
common school education, and is fairly well . 
versetl in the coumum literature of the ilay, 
utid can talk inti.lligen(Iy upon almost any 
ordinal y subject. 

The truth is, (iohla is a home girl. Ifome 
to her is a very dear place, and she is gla<l 
that she has both a mother and a home, for 
we often hear it said *'wh'it is home without 
a nu>ther.*' It would only be a stopping 
place. . Then she likes her home where she 
has liberty and freedom; where she can work, 
play, sing or rest; where she can |)repare her 
lessons for the morrow. Tt» her home she 
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may invite her tViciKls, and do so many 
thinyjs dear to her, which she could not 4I:) 
in some other home not her own. 

Hut liow few nre tlie young people who 
appreciate the vahie of a good liome, not 
until they are deprived of it do they realize 
its real worth. 



ilAki.Kv Cuvni*: John 

The next in the regular order of descent 
are the children of Joel li. and Nellie John. 
Harley C, the oldest and only st)n, was 
born in Grant County, In<liana, on Xoveni- 
her 14, 1879. He spent the most cd' his 
Injyhood days in the common schools until 
be became old enough to earn his dollar, 
after which he. preferred to work at manual 
labor than the trying 01 deal of securing a 
diploma in college. 

The first part of his young manhood was 
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spent at Sway/ce, Iiuliuiia, where he was 
employed in a luriL^e j^hiss jar manufactory 
until the yeai iS^v, when he, with his parents, 
renioA'ed to Riverside, California, where 
he has since residid. Since coming lo Cal- 
ifornia he has been employed as house 
painter an<l <lec(^rator. and is a fine mechanic. 
Ilarley is also, like his father, a goud mu>i- 
cian. He is i\{' a (juiel turn of miml and 
very nulustrions. aiul is no exception to 
the rule of the John family of beiny; a 
genius. lie is a medium sized. ])ortly 
young man, handsome in form and feature, 
and his moral (jualities are above reproach, 
never getting into difhcidties with any 
one, and is highly esteemed by all who have 
the pleasure of his acquaintance. 

Harley is still living in single blessed- 
ness, and is making his home with his pa- 
rents, and one of the uiost noble of his char- 
acteiistics is the high esteem he tlisplays 
for them, especially his mi»ther. Unlike 
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llie most of yomij; men, be shares his 
earnings wilh htr, and anticipates her needs 
and desires wilhont even the furnuila of 
asking;, and this is i»ne ot the must nulile 
trails of character llial a yonnjj^ man can 
have. He. no dnnl)t. realizes that he can 
have hnt one mother, and as lon*^ as she 
lives he expects to he her dearest and 
truest friend. Who bnt a mother can watch 
by our >ick beds nii^hl alter nii;hi and 
never ^low wvaiy. and retuse to leave our 
side while our lives are in <lani;er? Surely 
there can be nothing <|uite so dear this 
side of Heaven as a mother's love and care. 
Harley is naturally a .shrewvl, business- 
like man, and never lei>» an honoiable 
opj>ort unity lor turning an honest penny 
j)ass without enjploving it. He is honest 
and honorable to a marked dej;ree, — per- 
lectlv reliable in his contracts ami work. 
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Another of liis cliaracttiislics is iiii- 
SL'lfisliucss, and his noble re>;anl for other's 
feelings, — he wuultl never say a vv«ir<l. or 
do an act. however trivial, that would nijnrv- 
any one, or wonntl their leelin).',s, and always 
kind and considerate with his companions 
and helping them in iiu!ir need. Ami this 
is the reason why 1 larky is so popular 
with his companions of hoih sexes, whiih 
inclmle nearlv all 4>f the h»)norahle young 
people oi Kiveiside. 

Ilarley has, no doubt, high hopes and a 
stout iieart for the future, and the ail vice 
to be given him or any as{)iiant for an 
honorable and substantial business career 
is to marry. Though there is no lack of 
unhappy mariiages, and many failures arc 
the result, it is nevertheless true that a 
good wife is a blessing anil a source of 
strength in a man's fight for success: 
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Dress as well ;is your iiicaiis will allow. 
I'Atu he a liulc LXlravagaul in this rtj^ard. 
He ivjrsislcnlly hope In 1, and aim hij^li 
Strike a good, l>risk, slead\ i).u:e: look .-.li aiglit 
ahead, an<l never lei a die ip jesl or sneer, 
a criticism, a mistake or a seeming; I'ailure 
stop you, l)ut m.uch forward over every 
obstacle, and' if you fail lo leacli the j^oal 
ul which you aim you will ^et near en«>u'p;h 
lit il !o juslily evei y etKot, ami it you are 
st|uare, sincere an«l charilaMe in the contest 
y*»u will find that the ^;amc has hten well 
worth the jjowdcr, and that it is no small 
tliin}» to win an honorable place among the 
plain bu'>iness men ot society. 



Lhwik M.vy 15.vih;iin 

The seconil chilil and only daugliter of 
Joel H. and Nellie John, namely, Lewie 
M... was. born in (irant County, Imliana. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



I,K\7IK M. HAIH^MX IK'* 

oil. September 21., 18S1. She also received 
a coinnioii .school ediicaliou. \''eiy early 
ill life she displayed her ability as a nat- 
ural uutsician, and when only a yoiin^ i»irl 
she could periorni ipiite diHiciili music on 
the piano, and when she grew older became 
Cjuile proficieni in this art. 

During her young girlhot)d days she 
lived with her parents al Svvayzee, Indiana, 
anil in the year iS^jt) emigrated with them 
to Riversiile, Calilornia. anil ha> siiioe made 
that her hi>me. 

In 1902 she became act^uaiuted with a 
young man by the name ol Frank Haughn, 
and after an interesting ct»urtship which 
histed over two yeais» was married in 1904. 
Frank is a smart, intelligent, business man 
of ability, owning property in Riverside, 
and is on the road to a successful business 
career. 

Lewie is one of the kind of women 
that it does not take a lifetime to get 
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aci|iraiiiteil with, and vci reserved tuoiii;h 
to be ladylike. While she is bright . 
c'heertul* and full ofhin. .she is not one of the. 
soft, shallow -hiainetl kind thai liltcrs and 
laughs at a mere bul>hlc: .she lias a solid, 
sensible, yet pleasant anil cheerful disposi- 
tion, that is really haul lt» de>ciil)e, l>nl 
j)leasing and instruetivc t(» witness. 

Kcwie is possessed «d' a number of chai'ac- 
ti-rihlies lliai .ue inluicnt in lur nature. 
Anion^' thciii aie kindness, cheei fulness, 
frankness, praetit^ability and contentment, 
and it is diflicult to vkler\nine which of 
these is tlie more piomincnt. 

Kintlness displays itself in all her actions 
to those arountl.her, and especially to those 
who need a helping hand. Not only is she 
kind to her neij;hbors and frieiiils, but her 
sym])athy and love are manifested to the 
lower animals around her. She won hi 
.scarcely stiike a dog or kick a cat, becau.^c 
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it woulii j;ive thciii pain. Kiiulness is 
written in every lineanieni and action «>f 
lier life. 

Cheti I Illness is also very prominent. In 
all the adverse circ nmstanoes of her life, 
no iliffcreniX' how .severe they nu>;ht he, 
or how (liflicult they ;ire to overcome, she 
continues to maintain a quiet, sweet dis- 
position, and manaj^es to make at lea>l 
an oulwaid display oi elut i rulne>s thai is 
really pu/./lini; lo herliiend.s. She has the 
ahility of keeping her real feelings in the 
hack^round and coverin^c lhe»n up with 
cheei fulness, wliich sort of disposition is 
possessed hut hy verv feW ])eople. If 
this disposition was more };eneial. h«»w 
much ni«)re l)rii;nl an^l |deasant aiul inler- 
esliuK would lile l>e to those aroiinil us? 

I«Vankne.*>s is also pr«;minent in her make- 
up. She speaks her lhonght•^ without les- 
ervalit>n or hesitation, hut not without 
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ptrhaps a liasly mental icconsids-ralicm, 
which makes her cdiivci^atioh ploasinj^ and 
interesting. She is never al a h»s for 
woids to express hersell, and an> one can 
see \iy hei open con nie nance and ])leasin^ 
demeanor llial her thon^hls are honestly and 
faithfully expressed - that there is 'milhin^ 
reserveil that is calculateil to deceive, or lead 
to wron^ in»}»re->.>ion^. Her very makeu]* 
.mil menial *..mi.ij;v pn>ve ih.il lianknc.*.?> 
aiitl honesty aie synont»mous leims v.iih her. 

She is piactical lo a marked decree -never 
doin;; anyihinj^ just lor the sake ai doin^ it. 
nor lor the tun (jf it, i)nt always has some 
useful design in all her elTorts, thus making 
her life useful to herself as well as to her 
fricf.uls. And this ability is the key to 
success and usefulness. 

Couleutment is another characteri>.tic that 
seems to come to the suiface in Lewie's life. 
not the contentment that harbors indoler.ce 
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iiiul idleness, hiii ihui wliicli allows ilscir in 
her even and mild teuipcrainent -sonl cun- 
U-ntnient, which is ilu.- essence i)( happiness, 
and wilhcuil which lite is a mental failure. 
Conlenlmenl is, al>ij, a health promoter -- 
contented persons scarcely ever are sick, be- 
cause health and c(jntenimcnt have an alTinily 
that has a tendency to dispel ill-temper, ill- 
health, and uneasiness ol mind and IhkIv. 

r>nt the nn»>i n^)l>lc chaiacieri>.iics ol her 
^•ood nualilics are the love and esteem she 
manifests for her parents. Unlikt most girls 
after they are mairied, she cannot forget 
the old home, which to her is the clearest 
place on earth, notwithstanding she has a 
^ood h(Hue 4)f her own, and a kind and lov- 
ing husband who caters t*) her every wish, 
and whom .-^he dearly loves ami honors; still 
with all that, she loves tt) go home to see 
uu>ther, ami have a pleasant time, anil who 
can blame her? She has but one mother, 
an«l never can have anotlui 
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DokA Pa r I.I N J-: John 

We will nnw j»rt)(.i i.d U» t;ivc* a hit. graph- 
ical sketch of a (ew ol llu* incnihtrs who 
hflon^ to llie siVLinh griieialion, but as 
our slalislics aie so iiKaj^cr regarding 
tlitin. our l)iog;ra|>hy will luctssarily he 
(Mufincti lo «)nly a liuiiud n\mibt.r «>! the 
j^reat uiultiluilf wiio iN»uiposc this geuera- 

IliMI. 

The ln>.l ]Kis)ns. I hen, in ihe regular 
order of succession that we h ive :iny account 
ot' are the chiiilren of Charles k. and Anna 
Johu. who^e biography is given on page jj2. 

Dora 1*., the eldest ilaughler, was born 
in Riverside, Calilornia. on November 6, 
1S92, conse(|uently is twelve years old at 
this writing. She is attending the coiu- 
luou schools, iiud is a bright scholar, au<l 
will, no doubt, lake a college course when 
she has advaucetl tar enough in her stud- 
ies. She is also studying music, as a 
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yo'un^ lady in this aj;c ol ihc worlil is not 
consiclcred to be up in the standard ol 
icfimincnl without llii?> acquisition. 

Dora is also a u»Linl>ei ot" the Mcthtxlist 
l^piscopal Cliurch, anil a liioniiiKrnl mem- 
ber in the Sunday scIum>1. She appeal ?» to 
have an interest in such thin.i»s thai girls 
twice her ai^e do luil often take. She 
also ha^ an ambiiiou to be popular, and 
a litile tiniily atlvivv Imw to ac(|uue this 
ilesirable stantiin^ in society seems not 
out ot' place. 

The first thing, Ihon. to aitjuire i?j good 
language. A pt-r.^on cannot be p«)pular in 
tlie best s«x:iely, however excellent all other 
qualifications, without this most desirable 
acquisition. Had language autl cheap talk 
will most assuredly keep us in the h)wer 
strata of society aiul effectually pi event 
us horn being the social e(|ual of first-cla.ss 
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pi<ij)ltr. \\u\ .S4)eicly icqAiires nicer and 
more accuiatc lan^iia^^c of a lady than a 
^enllcnian. and cTiticisnis arc more keen 
an<l sharp toward llieni. Jiad words ar.d 
a qtiestionahhr demeanor are often over- 
looke<l in a uenlleman, that wonhl not l»e 
lolerattfd for a moment in a lady. 

The next in importance is a j;ood voice, 
which is nearly as essential as ^ood lan- 
^na^e. 'l*hc voicv shonld he caiefnlly trained 
and iieveU»ped. A lidl, clear, llexihle voice is 
one of the snrest indications of i;o»>d hreeil- 
inj;. Wit, also, is a piomoter of popnlarity, 
if nsed in discretion; bnt reniemher that a 
person can he witty without hein^ popnhi! . 
voluminous in speech without hein^ agree- 
able, a ^reat talker an<l \et a great Inire. 

Ik* sincere. One who habitually sneeis 
at cverythini' not only makes herself dis- 
a)»reeable to others, but will soon cease to 
find pleasure in life. 
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]5e frank. A. frank, open conntcnunce, and a 
clear, cheery lau«»;h are worth far more, even 
s )ciiilly, than a nigh head antl a stiff collar. 

He an)ia)>Ie. Von may hide a vicions 
n.itnre nnder a polite exterior for a time, 
bnt the least provocation l)rin>;s ont the 
real vindictive spirit, and ill-tempered peo- 
ple are always disliked 

He courteous. There is nothing so pretty 
in the manner of a yonng girl as ctnirtesy 
toward the aged. It may he pleasanter to 
tnrn and listen to the giddy rtmaik of stnne 
girl of yonr i>wn age rather than to that 
of some elderly woman, hnl it does not ptit 
your disposition in anything like .so becom- 
ing a light. Do not neglect the elderly 
guest in your home. If yoti (mly knew how 
much the delicate iittention.s ol youth are 
appreciated hy age, you would not he nig- 
gardly in bestowing them. Von will, too, 
always be the gainer by such thoughtful- 
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ness, -Ihc >(aiiur in \vis»K)iu, love, and, above 
all, that j;natcst allraotion in a j^iiTs dispo- 
sition, inisclfi^hncss. 

He scnsihlc. Society nev«. r lavks for tools, 
ancl what you niii^hl consitU r very enleilain- 
ing nonsense may soop. li^ looked upon as 
very tiresome t\dly. 

IW cheeilul. It yi)u have no ^real trouhle 
on your mind. yt)U have no ri>;lil to make 
othei peo[>le mi>ejal>lc by youi loni; t.ice 
ami whining tones. Ii you d«), you will mo-i 
likely he avoided. 

Above all, be cordial and sympathetic. 
True cordiality and sympathy unite all the 
other qualities we have enumeraleil, ami ate 
certain to secure the popularity so dear to 
everyone. 
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Kf,sik M \Kf;in:uiTi-: John 

The seconil child of Cliarlcs R. and Anna 
John. luiiiKly. IC'sie M.. \va>»l)«»rn m River- 
side, Califi)nra, (t\\ Oclohur 9, 1S95. 

She is iKuv allcndiii^ the coininon schools 
and is very proficient \\\ her lessons, and 
will, no dtuiht, make hei mark in the world. 
She is aleil, smart and witty, and has a 
lendcney io .i^k .1 j;teat many i[ne>tions - 
wants to know e\ tiyihini;. and conse 
qiiently is mon- etVieienl than she other- 
wise woidtl have heen, ami knows mort 
than the average v»iil of the sanic age. 
IJiU Kisie gets irriiate<l sometimes when 
things do not go right with her, as me»st 
people do, and she is inclined to fiet and 
worry. A few suggestions ah)ng that line 
will not he out of place: 

When things do not go right with y<»u, 
tiirii your hack upon them and go as fast 
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as cvci yoii cnn down the track toward 
peace and lia[>pinc.ss. Some j^iils fret cnc>u^li 
to movt.- mountains, sccinin'^l y, i)nt yon 
ninst lemcinhcr that Xhc wt>rld anc! its mis- 
takes .will lake care of themselves. 

Just remember to live Kulay antl live 
your best. "i>o ncjt worry almul yesUrday, 
because it has jL^one; yon cannot reach 
tomorrow, i! never comes, ior tomoriow 
i.s toilay: ih.il «>nlv is Viuns." 

W'e all have our luili" annoyances antl 
Vexations, !)ecanse f»coj)le do not always 
say and do the things we wish they wouM; 
but somewhere there is a <inii.t place wheie 
we can run to and j^et back. our sweet hap- 
piness of mind when everything set nis to 
go wroii.i;. Whenever yon think a threat 
trouble is goin^ to happen you, slop and 
assure youisell that toi this hour, at least, 
all is well, and tlierefore be at peace. 
. And again: when you are being trained 
gradually from the schoolroom into the 
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duties of real !iein>;. you sli«uil<l feel that 
you have a phiec -an iinpoilant one, in the 
family. Voii should n(U he uKrcly the 
young liidy, to !>•.• dressed and pelted, and 
to have aniu^eniviii provided for you. hut 
3'ou shoulil he a slmIous perMiii. on whom 
I he family relies for some, al least, of its 
comforts. 

V*ui should he gentle, iH>urle(Uis and 
kiutl to thoNi* ;iri>un\l \uu, hei'ause that is 
Iho way tt> make fiieu<ls and keep them. 

Xkhi should have a hij;her <lesliny than 
a life of idleness and luxury, heeause idle- 
ness is I he hiother of indolenre, and lux- 
ury of lazinos. 

Vou should ni>t speak unoharitahly of 
the less fortunate ahout you, heeause, for 
au|*ht you know, some time in life your 
con<litions may he reversed. 

Keep yourself from liie fat.il malady of 
bad humor—from j;rumhlinj4. fr.im little 
irritations, from rudeness. 
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You shouM have a keen relish for every- 
thing heautifnl. great and j^ood, antl with 
u temper sa j^enial that the friolion of tlie 
worhl will have tio effect npou your sensi- 
bilities. Im)i when you cannot find content- 
ment in yourself, it is useless to seek it 
elsewhere". 

Always take a short view of life, and 
sav to your trouhled heart: "Ik at peace, 
ail is righl Un ihis hour at least." l.ive 
your life hourly, and <lo not look forward 
to trouhle at the end. 

Honor and love your mother. V»»u should 
not forj»et the holy love and teinler care she 
has had for you. In vears i^oue by, she has 
kissed away from your cheek the trouble<l 
tear; she has soolhetl and petted yoti when 
all else appeared against you; she has not 
only watched over you in health. but nurse<l 
you in sickness with that tender care known 
only to a mo! her. She has been proud of 
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your success. Never neglect an opportunity, 
no mutter how small, to <lo things that will 
be pleasing' to moiner; all the great things 
ol" this life are made up of many small ones. 

Always be ready to lake counsel Irom 
mother, rather than to give it. Always 
have the faith thai right makes might, and 
to dare to do your duly as you understand 
it. Mean to be something with all your 
might. 



CL.^kicNCK Wii.ijAM John 

Tiie third child and only son ol* Charles R. 
and Anna John, was born in Riverside. Cal- 
it'ornia, on April 4, 1S97, and is theretore 
eight years of age at this writing. Owing 
to a nervous ailment he has not yet entered 
school, but i.^ receiving instruction at home. 
His characterstics are M-arcely developed 
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as yet. therefore any biographical sketch 
will be oil the line of [general advice, and 
sii^jgestioiis as how lo become a useful cit- 
izen of st>ciety, and an honored nieini)er of 
the coinninnity in which he inav live. 

The first re^juisite to accinire, then, is a 
^ood e<lucation. Without it a man stands 
a veiy poor show for success in llie busi- 
ness world. Then, he shouKl learn how 
to cam money, but lo be sli icily hone.Nt 
aiul truthful in its lucjuisition. Money ob- 
tained in any other way can never be 
enjoyed, because a stricken conscience anni- 
hilates it. Hut there is hOinelhin^ belitr 
than making money, even honestly, and 
that is a life of usefulness. 

Learn how lo do things well, your suc- 
cess in life depends on that, an*! remember 
it is never too late to reform -to be what 
y*Hi iniuht have been. 

Von should ac(piiie careful aiul c*»rrect 



Digitized by VJ' )OQli . 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^I.AKKNCK \V. JOHN 



2(kS 



business habits, aiul learn how to ^cl tht* 
most for your inouey. 

Vou bhoultl avoid profant* and indecent 
laiij^ua>;c, and be manly, self- reliant and 
agy^ressive, and ab(»ve all. be neat and 
j;enteel in your appearance. 

(treat piinciples are in small actions. 
If you fail in your present circumstances 
to Hve n(djly, yon need not imagine you 
c*inbl have donr bcilei on a grander scale. 
I^earn to develop a >;reat and ^ood char- 
aclei in the simple duties of life. 

He of good cheer in ca^e of disappDint- 
uient: exercise gi eater charity toward the 
erring, and make more allowance for the 
opinions of people whose views differ from 
yours; to smile niore an*! frown less. To 
be honest, to be kind; to earn a little every 
tlay, and to spend a little lesh; to make 
those arotmd you happier because of your 
presence. Always keep a few intimate 
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friends, and these without having to buy 
theni» and alj.)ve all lo keep friends with 
yourself, — here is a task for all that you 
have of fortitude and patience. 

Always put character ai)o\'e wealth, he- 
cause it is woith mort*; wealth is liansient. 
character eternal. Von should be as honest 
in small things as in ^reat ones, because 
all great thin^rs are made up of small ones. 
You should be true to your frientls 
through both good and evil report, in 
a<lversity as well as in prosperity. 

You should not believe that shrew<lness, 
sharpness, cunning and long-heailedness 
alone are the best <iualities for winning stic- 
cess. Honesty, integrity, a true nn)ral and 
Christian character, are the principal ele- 
ments that constitute the successful man. 
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I)car Relatives: I have now eijni|>leU<l 
this history. And while it is not as exten- 
sive and iull as I conld wish. — neither are 
all the numbers id' the Ji>hn laniily con- 
teniphited in the book, -yet it is as com- 
plete as it was possible for me, nnder the 
circumstances, lo make it. 1 have been 
more than two years gathering statistics, 
and but for the non interest taken by a 
great many of those win) leceived circulars 
with reqtiests to hirnish the tlesired infor- 
mation the lanu^' tree would have been 
much more symmetrical. A ^reat many 
of the branches are left entirely out because 
of this seeming carelessness of some of the 
members of the family. 
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My thanks arc <liie, lu>\vcvei, to those 
who took interest enouj^li in the work to 
help me all they couhl with inforination. 
Anil what to nie has heen a veiy larji^e 
undertaking; -la r^e because I have per- 
forniet! all the work myself -gath' ring sta- 
tistics, writing, printing and hindinj^ the 
hooks, which, hein^; an amatenr. will, I 
venture to hope, rot he criticised too search- 
icj;ly. W'hili- 1 havi' done the very lest 
I c<iuhl. yd atlor a thoionv;h ivcapitnla- 
tion, I fin<l wherein I could have improve <1 
np4»n the mechanical part <»t" the work, hut 
otlier head> would have to he sul>^tituled 
to make any improvement on the clerical 
part. And yet there are, po>sil)ly, some 
t'rrors in that, lucause ol the caielcN?, 
writinj; «»i sojne of my corrcsponckMUs, 
which made it dilVicull lor me lo ik'cipher 
all the fij;ures of births, deaths, etc. I h(»|)e, 
h<»wever. that if sn< h be the case, it will 
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he looked upon witli a <le<(ife of chaiity, 
ami excused upon the )^round of a hiid 
manuscript. 

While the work has i>een of a more ardu- 
ous nature tlian I anticipated, yet I do 
not rejjrct the un<lcrtakin^, and trust 
that the nienilicrs of ihc John family will 
appreciate my humhle efforts suQiciently 
to come to the icscue and help me out on 
the cxpen.-^c of the hook by purchasing a 
copy, and wlun it i.s convenient, one hook 
for each member of tlie lamily, as a souve- 
nir, woulil he an approi)riale and lastin)4 
^ift, and one that would he appreciated, 
n«>t for a day only, hut would always he 
fresh an<l new. 

It will he noticed that I have attacheil 
to the history of (juiu* a number of the 
per>t»ns ilescribed, especially in the last part 
of the hook, a short hi>mily specifically 
befitting the j>ersons under whose names 
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they arc altacheil, ycl I hey arc ^'ciicra! in 
their .si<»nificaiicc and will be fouiul to a|)|)ly 
to almost anyone. 

It is re(jucsle(l i)y tile author that each 
pnichuscr of Ihi^ h«)ok carelully ]»icserve 
it tor future relcrenec, autl also tor the 
risiui^ generations, that they nia\'. as time 
passes, have some idea oi' their tore-parents. 
and also in the hojie that there will be 
siinic who aie enlei prising ent)ii>;h to con- 
tinue this hi^toiy, so thai the genealoi»y of 
the laujily will not be lost to posterity. 

In conclusion, let me again thank you 
for your generous moral sup|»ort, and valua- 
ble information icndered. without which it 
would have been iiuiM»ssible to have com- 
piled this book. 

Fraternally, your relative, 

Wli.ijAM John 

kivtrsidt, California. 
May. 1905 
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